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Grace Lutheran Church Council held a special meeting on June 1, 2020 (via Zoom) to discuss 

viable options for returning to in-person worship. At that time, it was decided that the safest 

decision for the congregation is to continue with virtual worship services through June, and the 

first Sunday in July, which is July 5. 

 

Church Council will have a special meeting again on Monday, July 6 (via Zoom) to further discuss 

the best time to return to in-person worship. Please look for updates after July 6. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?sa=X&rlz=1T4ADRA_enUS420US421&biw=1366&bih=553&tbm=isch&tbnid=a_nIVIZ5H4c7UM:&imgrefurl=http://www.kaleidahealth.org/childrens/&docid=6Qrhp9jfduOnkM&imgurl=http://www.kaleidahealth.org/img/home_slider/BGMC-Like-us-on-facebook-big-banner.jpg&w=960&h=300&ei=XJZmUo-TI9PPkQfNmoDIBA&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:80,s:0,i:339&iact=rc&page=7&tbnh=103&tbnw=332&start=78&ndsp=13&tx=189&ty=59


  

 
Jesus and Compassion 

“We must learn to regard people less in the light of what they do or omit to do, and more in the light of what they 

suffer.”  ~Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 

On Sunday, June 14, our Gospel reading from Matthew included this famous verse (9:36) regarding Jesus: 

“When [Jesus] saw the crowds, he had compassion for them, because they were harassed and helpless, like 

sheep without a shepherd.”  I have been thinking about compassion ever since.  It seems on many days that 

compassion is lacking in this world.  Compassion implies kindness and sympathy (empathy), but there is 

something deeper, something even more powerful, in its meaning.  The origin of the word helps us grasp the true 

breadth and significance of compassion.  In Latin, “compati” means “suffer with.”  I believe compassion means 

that someone else’s heartbreak becomes your heartbreak.  Another person’s suffering becomes your suffering.  

True compassion changes the way we live. 

We now live in the world of the COVID-19 pandemic.  It has changed most, if not everything, about our 

lives.  Pandemics know no borders, neither should compassion.  The Bible is filled with stories of compassion.  

There are many compassionate Bible characters throughout the Old Testament, and examples of the compassion 

of Jesus are abundant in all four Gospels.  I believe these examples of compassion are a call and a challenge to 

each and every one of us – the followers of Jesus Christ.  They speak of a God who has compassion for Israel.  

They tell of a Savior who suffers for the world.  And they ask us to live and act compassionately. 

In this time of the unknown and of immense struggle, may we embrace compassion in our lives.  Before 

we act or speak or write, may we first see others through eyes and hearts of compassion.  Above all, let us 

remember that God is compassionate.  God is sympathetic to the suffering of people.  God sees our distress and 

shows us mercy, kindness, patience, grace, forgiveness and love.  Compassion and love are how we are identified 

as Christ’s disciples.  Without it, we are nothing but clanging cymbals (1 Corinthians 13:1-3). 

Blessings to you and your family! 

**Continue to Shine!!  (Daniel 12:3) 

-Pastor Don 
 



Samuel W. Gillespie, US Marine Corp 

 
Currently in Jacksonville, NC at Camp Lejeune. 

Bill Aeschlimann, US Army 

 

 
Nicholas Dykstra, US Marines 

 
Active duty 2010-2014 

As we celebrate our nation’s freedom this Independence Day, we honor the courageous men 
and women, past and present, dedicated to preserving it. Thank you to those who submitted 
photos of members of our faith community who have served, or are currently serving. 

Logan Gusso SD Air National Guard 

 



  
  

Austin Licht, SD Army National Guard 

 
E4 with the 740th DET1 in Aberdeen 

SSG Timon Reynolds 

 
2 tours of Irak (2004-2005, 2009-2010) 

Honorable discharge January 2011 
 

Rob McKenney, SD Army National 

Guard 

 
MLRS (multi launching rocket) repairer in the 1st 
147th, Currently stationed in Germany on active 

duty orders since September 1st. 

Earl L. Joffer, US Air Firce, 

 
Korean Veteran 1953-1957 

 

 

Military pictures, con’t….. 



  

 

Building Project Update 

 
Pews were removed from the sanctuary on 
Sunday, June 21 and were stored in the 
Fellowship Hall until Wednesday, June 24. 

  

 
Adding extra space for the A/V equipment. 

 
New carpet is in, and pews are back in the 
sanctuary. Next up: fellowship hall. 
 

 
South Hallway 
 
 

We are now into the carpeting phase of our building project. New carpet is being laid this week in the sanctuary, 
narthex, music office, hallways, fellowship hall, and a few Sunday School classrooms. The floor of the altar area is 
also being repaired and more room is being made next to the organ for more A/V space. 

 
New floor in front altar area. 

Carpet was removed from the sanctuary, narthex, and hallways on Monday, 
June 22. 
 



 
 

  Church Council Minutes 
May 19, 2020 

Meeting was held virtually via Zoom 
 
Present: Pastor Don, Ryan Penning, Shannon Avilla, Stacey Hazen, Dawn Duerksen, Jason Schulte, Jen Becker, Robb 
Jensen, and Tami Berens 

Shannon Avilla called the meeting to order.  

MSP to approve the agenda.  

MSP to approve the April council meeting minutes.  

MSP to approve the treasurer’s report.  

Leaders are identified for the Frogs and Luther League groups. The Board of Education will be sending out a request for 
leaders for the Junior Frogs group as well as Sunday School teacher requests for next year. An option will be available 
for online registration for Sunday School via Google forms. There will be a drive through pick up with inspirational 
decorations and craft/lesson material bags on June 7th from 1-3 PM. 

Carpet is scheduled to be in to Thornton Flooring at the end of May. Council will be working to coordinate the pew, AV 
equipment, and organ movement utilizing social distancing measures so the carpet can be torn out and installed.  

Worship services will continue to be held virtually through June 1st as originally agreed upon by council to comply with 
CDC guidelines. Council will reassess on June 1st.  

Our next meeting will be June 16th at 6:00.  

The meeting was closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

MSP to adjourn the meeting. 

  

 

Church Council Minutes 
June 1, 2020 

Meeting was held virtually via Zoom 
 
Present: Pastor Don, Ryan Penning, Shannon Avilla, Stacey Hazen, Dawn Duerksen, Jason Schulte, Jen Becker, Jay 
Mitzner, Tanya Schaeffer, and Tami Berens 

Shannon Avilla called the meeting to order.  

Pastor Don opened the meeting in prayer. 

MSP to approve the agenda.  

Carpet has had delays with Thornton Flooring. They are hoping to start installation on June 22nd now so that the 
wedding scheduled at church can still occur as planned without interruption from carpet work. Council will coordinate 
assistance with moving pews utilizing social distancing and a small group.  

Discussion was held on how to proceed with re-opening the church. MSP for worship services to continue to be held 
virtually through June with council continually monitoring the very fluid situation. Council will stay in close contact as 
information is received from the ELCA Synod and the CDC and communicate any changes. They will also work on 
protocols to utilize once the church is reopened for in-person worship.  

Our next meeting will be June 16th at 6:00.  

MSP to adjourn the meeting. 

 
 



  
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH TREASURER'S REPORT 6/16/2020  
    
INCOME: Current Year To Date  
101 General Offering $0.00  $2,730.00   
102 Envelope Offering $7,057.00  $55,151.43   
103 Quarterly Offering $180.00  $1,660.00   
104 Lenten Offering $0.00  $1,498.00   
109 Camper Savings $0.00  $0.00   
121 Transfer from Audio Visual $0.00  $0.00   
123 Endowment $0.00  $0.00   
202 Use of Building $640.00  $720.00   
203 Misc. Income $0.00  $330.00   
204 Augie/USF PACT $0.00  $0.00   
205 Thrivent  $0.00  $531.00   
208 Amazon Smile $27.23  $47.43   
219 Transfer from Building Fund $0.00  $0.00   
222 Transfer from Memorial Fund $0.00  $0.00   
224 CARES ACT $0.00  $12,950.00   
TOTAL INCOME: $7,904.23  $75,617.86   

    
SUMMARY GENERAL CHECKING:  -  
Beginning Balance $9,801.31    
Total Income $75,617.86    
Total Expenses $69,259.24    
Ending Balance $16,159.93    

    
Monthly Summary Offering Total Misc Income Monthly Expenses 

January $13,311.88  $727.00  $9,514.39  

February $9,750.00  $506.20  $10,265.09  

March $8,177.00  $2,248.00  $12,674.20  

April $13,290.55  $13,408.00  $7,631.36  

May $9,192.00  $180.00  $20,131.12  

June $4,160.00  $667.23  $9,043.08  

July    
August    
September    
October    
November    
December    
Total Monthly Offering $57,881.43  $17,736.43  $69,259.24  

     
SAVINGS ACCOUNT BALANCES:    
Campers Savings $2,237.11    
Building Fund Savings  $61,583.93    

    
OTHER ACCOUNT BALANCES:    
River's Edge Bank CD $37,847.82    
First Savings Bank Money Market $3,412.41    

    

    
Dawn Duerksen, Treasurer    

 



 
 

EXPENSES: SALARIES/BENEFITS Current Year-to-Date Proposed Budget 

301 Pastor Base Salary $4,100.00  $24,600.00  $49,200.00  

302 Pastor Housing Allowance $1,000.00  $6,000.00  $12,000.00  

303 Pastor Pension/Retirement $265.42  $1,645.60  $3,600.00  

305 Pastor Car Allowance $487.50  $2,925.00  $5,850.00  

307 Pastor Insurance - Health & Benefits $103.51  $567.98  $1,500.00  

308 Pastor Continuing Education $75.00  $75.00  $750.00  

320 Custodian $114.51  $1,431.72  $6,500.00  

321 Organist $0.00  $249.34  $1,560.00  

322 Secretary $125.72  $1,691.95  $5,500.00  

323 Groundskeeper $0.00  $0.00  $6,500.00  

325 Sub Pastor $0.00  $0.00  $1,000.00  

326 FICA Expenses $0.00  $420.76  $2,000.00  

TOTAL EXPENSES-SALARIES/BENEFITS: $6,271.66  $39,607.35  $95,960.00  

    
EXPENSES: BUILDING & GROUNDS Current Year-to-Date Proposed Budget 

401 Snow Removal $0.00  $1,903.65  $3,000.00  

402B Natural Gas $69.76  $1,613.60  $3,400.00  

405 Electricity and Water $165.43  $1,447.78  $4,000.00  

407 Insurance $1,893.24  $3,605.73  $7,000.00  

408 Misc. Bldg. & Grnd. Exp. $78.44  $1,366.41  $7,500.00  

409 Piano Tuning $0.00  $0.00  $250.00  

409A Organ Maintenance $0.00  $0.00  $200.00  

413 State Farm - Workmen's Comp. $162.75  $325.50  $900.00  

415 Audio Visual Expenses $0.00  $0.00  $7,000.00  

416 Building Loan Payments $0.00  $0.00  $6,000.00  

418 Return Of Cares Act Funds $0.00  $12,950.00  $0.00  
TOTAL EXPENSES-BUILDING & 
GROUNDS: $2,369.62  $23,212.67  $39,250.00  

    
EXPENSES: CHURCH PROGRAMS Current Year-to-Date  Proposed Budget 

502 Bible Camp Sponsorships $0.00  $0.00  $1,500.00  

503 Offering Envelopes $0.00  $211.34  $350.00  

504 Confirmation Expense  $0.00  $326.85  $900.00  

506 Synod Assembly $0.00  $0.00  $750.00  

507 Books and Materials $0.00  $0.00  $100.00  

508 Misc. Program Expense $37.20  $698.11  $2,500.00  

512 Bank Service Charges $17.95  $107.70  $500.00  

517 Bibles for 3rd Graders $0.00  $0.00  $200.00  

519 Postage $55.00  $165.00  $400.00  

526 High School Graduate Gifts $0.00  $299.83  $300.00  
TOTAL EXPENSES-CHURCH 
PROGRAMS: $110.15  $1,808.83  $7,500.00  

    
EXPENSES: MISSIONS/BENEVOLENCES Current Year-to-Date  Proposed Budget 

602 Augustana/USF PACT $0.00  $0.00  $2,000.00  

603 ELCA Benevolence $0.00  $2,306.19  $10,000.00  

604 Shetek Bible Camp $0.00  $0.00  $650.00  

605 Crossroads Conference Dues $0.00  $0.00  $200.00  

614 Emergency Cash Fund $0.00  $0.00  $200.00  

TOTAL EXPENSES-MISSONS: $0.00  $2,306.19  $13,050.00  

    
EXPENSES:  OFFICE Current Year-to-Date Proposed Budget 

701 Copier Lease $148.72  $759.39  $2,400.00  

702 Bulletins and Inserts $142.93  $1,038.59  $1,750.00  

703 Church Office Telephone $0.00  $526.22  $1,250.00  

704 Office Supplies $0.00  $0.00  $750.00  

TOTAL EXPENSES - OFFICE: $291.65  $2,324.20  $6,150.00  

    
GRAND TOTAL EXPENSES: $9,043.08  $69,259.24  $161,910.00  

 


