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How Do I Prepare My Heart for Advent? 

(By Sarah Frazer) 
Can I tell you an embarrassing secret?  I didn’t do one day of Advent readings with my 

kids last year during the Christmas season.  I usually love reading from an Advent book, 

and unwrapping the Christmas story all throughout December.  The first time I read 

them something last year was Christmas Eve.  I felt guilt over my shoulder all month. 

Christmas somehow brings with it feelings of guilt, doesn’t it?  We make crazy 

gingerbread houses, ornaments with handprints, and popsicle stick nativities.  And 

amidst the crafts and calendar appointments, we can also feel a heightened sense of 

sadness, remembering those we’ve lost. 

I spoke with my sweet friend the other day.  She is still hurting from a tragic loss this 

summer.  She said, “I wish Christmas would just be over.”  The hustle, rush, stress—and 

even sometimes family—make us all a little bitter towards celebrating. 

Jesus came to give hope in the hard things.  The truth is, Jesus came into the world on 

Christmas because of the hard things.  Advent means “coming,” and He came because 

our world needs hope.  I thought about my friend, the one who is hurting, and she 

needs hope.  And I need hope too.  I need hope that the hard things will be better...one 

day.  We all do. 

I loved looking at Revelation 19:11-16 recently.  It says, “I saw heaven standing open 

and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True...”  It 

goes on to tell of Jesus’ second coming, an amazing reason to hope!  In some ways, His 

first coming is similar to the second.  Kings were involved.  His angels were there.  He is 

called “the Word of God” both times.  Instead of just a few angels singing, the angels 

will be at His side ready for battle. 

What stood out to me the most, when comparing the first and second comings, 

was how He comes.  The first coming was filled with humility.  From the stable to the 

fact He became man.  He lived a life of service.  In the second coming, He will be 

coming on a white horse, called the Lord of Lords and King of Kings.  He will appear 

like a flame of fire with a sword to bring judgment. 
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 3 Ways to Prepare Your Heart for Advent 

Our King has come, and we celebrate His coming with the Advent and Christmas season.  So I have determined to prepare 

my heart for Advent in these three ways:  

1. Rest 

I understand rest is not synonymous with this season, but a restful life will be a stress-free life.  And I’m all about stress-free.  

I have decided to make time for rest this Christmas season.  I will not let the rush interrupt my time of rest.  Whether that’s 

nap time, going to bed early, or saying no to crazy “gift wrapping” ideas.  Rest will be a priority this season.  Will you make 

time for rest this season? 

2. Say “No” 

Christmas pageants.  Christmas programs.  Christmas parties.  Christmas teacher-gifts.  Saying “no” to some of these things 

will seem hard, but I think saying “no” will free up the opportunity to say “yes” to the really important things. 

3. Get Into God’s Word 

I think I may have heard the Christmas story approximately 1,233,902 times.  But God’s Word is still alive, still breathing 

new truths to our hearts.  So I am determined to read the familiar passages with fresh eyes, asking the Lord to meet me in 

His Word.  Will you try it?  I promise God will reveal something special.  He never fails!  His Word is a light in the 

darkness.  From the beginning, God wanted to bring light to the world. 

In the Old Testament we find promises of a coming Messiah.  He would be a light to shine into our dark world full of sin.  

For so many years God was silent, but light suddenly burst forth!  Jesus, who came to earth to show us the Father, is the 

Light of the World.  Darkness seems to pull out the light, leaving us feeling somehow empty.  So how to do we fill our 

hearts in the middle of darkness?  The truth of God’s Word! 

Why not try reading these scriptures each day, for 25 days, as you move through the Advent and Christmas season?  May it 

renew your hope. 

Day 1 – John 1:14 

Begin with awesome wonder, reflecting on the reality that God has made His dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. 

Day 2 – Romans 6:23 

Today, thank God that your sins have been traded for eternal life through Christ. 

Day 3 – Galatians 4:4-5 

As you read, remember God picked the perfect time in history to enter this world. 

Day 4 – 1 Timothy 1:15-17 

Praise God today because He sent His Son for our sins. 

Day 5 – Isaiah 7:14 

Hundreds of years before, we discover a truth about Jesus’ birth. 

Day 6 – Isaiah 9:6 

Give God glory for coming to be our Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and Prince of Peace. 

Day 7 – Isaiah 11:1 & John 15:1 

Rejoice that Jesus is the branch in which we can abide today. 

Day 8 – Titus 3:3-7 

Reflect on where your sin had taken you and the precious kindness of God in sending the Savior to be born for us! 

Day 9 – Luke 2:17-20 

How can you keep the precious truths about Jesus close to your heart today to keep hope alive? 

Day 10 – Zechariah 9:9 

Give thanks to the Father who sees our low state, but meets us right where we are and sends a King to set us free from our 

sin. 

 

Preparing for Advent con’t…. 
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Day 11 – John 3:16 

Read today about God’s everlasting love for us. 

Day 12 – 1 John 5:11 

Reflect on how God’s everlasting life is given to us in His Son, Jesus Christ. 

Day 13 – Matthew 1:18-25 

Praise God for the adoptive father example of Joseph.  Joseph obeyed God and took Mary as his wife. 

Day 14 – Matthew 2:1-2 

How will you worship Christ today, as the wise men did?  Are you seeking Him like them? 

Day 15 – Matthew 2:10 

God is always lighting the way to the Savior of the world.  Do not look down to the earth but up to God for direction. 

Day 16 – Luke 1:35 

Give praise for the angel’s words to Mary, that “the Holy One who is born will be called the Son of God.” 

Day 17 – Luke 2:9-12 

God meets us right where we are, just as He did the shepherds.  And God doesn’t come to kings, He comes to the least of 

these. 

Day 18 – Luke 2:15-16 

Glory be to God in the highest and on earth peace, only through this Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Day 19 – Acts 5:31 

Christ came to the earth to give repentance and forgive sins.  What a beautiful thing! 

Day 20 – Philippians 2:8-10 

After His death, Jesus was lifted up and given the Name above All Names. 

Day 21 – Romans 6:23 

Revisit this scripture and remember that although all have sinned, Christ is our gift. 

Day 22 – Romans 15:13 

I hope God gives you joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Day 23– James 1:17 

Praise God for the good gifts He gives to us—including His Son, Jesus Christ! 

Day 24 – Colossians 1:15-18 

Christ is truly everything we would ever need...Praise God! 

Day 25 – Revelation 5:6-10 

End your readings with glory to God for the Lamb who was slain, but rose again to give us everlasting life. 

During the busy advent season, find stillness.  Remain quiet and seek rest.  Reflect on the glory of Christ—the redeeming 

Lamb and Son of Righteousness.  The King of Glory has come.  Let’s shine a light in the darkness. 

** 

Advent 2019 Blessings! 

**Continue to Shine!!  (Daniel 12:3) 

-Pastor Don Reiffenberger 

 

Preparing for Advent con’t…. 
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Youth News 

Luther league packed 38 layettes for Haiti on October 24. 
 
Huge thanks to Lavonne Meyer for all of her hard work organizing everything for Luther League 
to put layettes Layettes were assembled to bless babies! 

 

 

 



  

 

Jr. FROGs 
The Jr Frogs and Luther League held a very successful Trunk or Treat event in conjunction with the 

Catholic Church on October 30th. Kids from the community enjoyed games, cookie decorating, and face 

painting. It was a great community service event – thank you to everyone that helped in any way.  

The next Jr Frogs event will be held December 4th after the 6:30 worship service. The youth will be 

helping with some Sunday School program Christmas decorations, doing a Thankful devotion, and sorting 

Mitten Tree items that will be delivered to Bonesteel on December 7th.  ***The Jr. FROGs would like to 

thank everyone who donated items or money toward the purchase of hats and mittens for Milks Camp!! 

 

 

 



  Church Council Minutes 
October 27, 2019 

 
Present: Pastor Don, Robb Jensen, Stacey Hazen, Dawn Duerksen, Chela Bolte, Shannon Avilla, Jay Mitzner, and Tami 
Berens 

Shannon called the meeting to order.  

Approved the amended agenda. MSP  

Approved the Secretary’s Report MSP  

Approved the Treasurer’s Report that will reflect the AV account paid off in full. MSP  

The Deacons will be working on the time and talent sheets in November.  

Board of Education Report – A service project was done to make Christmas ornaments for Senior Citizens in the nursing 
home at Milk’s Camp. Christmas program practice starts the first Sunday in November.   

 

 

Out of Church: 

Helping Hands for Haiti          500.00  

Feeding South Dakota          300.00  

Parker Backpack Program          400.00  

Teen Challenge - Brookings          200.00  

Jingle Bell Run          200.00  

Union Gospel Mission          200.00  

Turner County Food Pantry          400.00  

The Banquet          200.00  

St. Dysmas          200.00  

Shetek          200.00  

Parker Transit          500.00  

McCrossen's           400.00  

Lutheran World Relief          200.00  

Lutheran Social Services          300.00  

Lutherans Outdoors          200.00  

Children's Home Society/Children's Inn          500.00  

Make-a-Wish          200.00  

Salvation Army          200.00  

Parker Fire Department          300.00  

Parker Ambulance          300.00  

Ava's House          400.00  

Hope Harbor          200.00  

       6,500.00  

In Church: 

Camper Fund      2,000.00  

FROGs          500.00  

Faith In Action      1,500.00  

Sunday School          500.00  

National Youth Gathering      1,250.00  

Luther League          750.00  

       6,500.00  

    

Grand Total    13,000.00  

 

Continuing Business:  

1. Building Project Status – the outdoor projects are 
nearly finished with ceilings and floors to start next. 
Volunteers will be needed for ceiling and carpet 
removal. The needs will be communicated to the 
congregation.   

2.  

New Business:  

1. Fair Stand Planning Committee & Bulletin Board Job 
Descriptions – the new descriptions were reviewed 
and approved. MSP  
 

Adjourn the meeting MSP  

Next Meeting is set for 11/19/19 at 7PM   

 

Fair Stand Disbursements 2019 



 
  

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH TREASURER'S REPORT 11/18/2019  
    
INCOME: Current Year To Date  
101 General Offering $1,201.00  $12,986.55   
102 Envelope Offering $7,797.00  $92,227.36   
103 Quarterly Offering $400.00  $5,800.00   
104 Lenten Offering $0.00  $1,723.25   
109 Camper Savings $0.00  $2,000.00   
121 Transfer from Audio Visual $0.00  $4,975.48   
123 Endowment $0.00  $0.00   
202 Use of Building $0.00  $0.00   
203 Misc. Income $285.00  $2,166.04   
204 Augie/USF PACT $0.00  $0.00   
205 Thrivent  $0.00  $839.00   
208 Amazon Smile $0.00  $16.37   
219 Transfer from Building Fund $0.00  $3,853.51   
222 Transfer from Memorial Fund $0.00  $0.00   
TOTAL INCOME: $9,683.00  $126,587.56   

    
SUMMARY GENERAL CHECKING:  -  
Beginning Balance $10,063.37    
Total Income $126,587.56    
Total Expenses $124,784.39    
Ending Balance $11,866.54    

    
Monthly Summary Offering Total Misc Income Monthly Expenses 

January $8,484.00  $567.00  $8,192.15  

February $7,531.18  $740.15  $11,476.14  

March $10,785.00  $3,202.73  $14,485.47  

April $10,310.00  $3,680.82  $11,858.20  

May $8,416.73  $707.22  $9,474.91  

June $12,785.00  $500.00  $12,828.39  

July $7,935.00  $2,468.00  $12,898.69  

August $8,101.00  $449.00  $8,205.92  

September $13,965.00  $7,998.73  $18,032.11  

October $10,638.00  $425.00  $10,472.52  

November $6,263.00  $635.00  $6,859.89  

December    
Total Monthly Offering $105,213.91  $21,373.65  $124,784.39  

     
SAVINGS ACCOUNT BALANCES:    
Campers Savings $236.40    
Building Fund Savings  $37,242.09    

    
OTHER ACCOUNT BALANCES:    
River's Edge Bank CD $37,144.17    
First Savings Bank Money Market $3,411.43    

    

    
Dawn Duerksen, Treasurer    

 



 
 

 

EXPENSES: SALARIES/BENEFITS Current Year-to-Date Proposed Budget 

301 Pastor Base Salary $3,933.33  $43,266.63  $47,200.00  

302 Pastor Housing Allowance $1,000.00  $11,000.00  $12,000.00  

303 Pastor Pension/Retirement $0.00  $2,919.60  $3,600.00  

305 Pastor Car Allowance $487.50  $5,362.50  $5,850.00  

307 Pastor Insurance - Health & Benefits $0.00  $902.40  $1,500.00  

308 Pastor Continuing Education $0.00  $30.00  $750.00  

320 Custodian $0.00  $4,149.46  $7,000.00  

321 Organist $0.00  $249.34  $1,560.00  

322 Secretary $384.17  $3,944.91  $6,500.00  

325 Sub Pastor $0.00  $0.00  $1,000.00  

326 FICA Expenses $0.00  $1,222.92  $2,000.00  

TOTAL EXPENSES-SALARIES/BENEFITS: $5,805.00  $73,047.76  $88,960.00  

    
EXPENSES: BUILDING & GROUNDS Current Year-to-Date Proposed Budget 

401 Snow Removal $0.00  $2,335.35  $3,000.00  

402B Natural Gas $139.11  $2,493.58  $3,400.00  

405 Electricity and Water $113.60  $3,222.62  $4,000.00  

407 Insurance $0.00  $5,119.98  $6,750.00  

408 Misc. Bldg. & Grnd. Exp. $102.15  $4,675.23  $8,500.00  

409 Piano Tuning $0.00  $0.00  $250.00  

409A Organ Maintenance $0.00  $0.00  $200.00  

413 State Farm - Workmen's Comp. $0.00  $570.21  $900.00  

414 Audio Visual Loan Payments $0.00  $7,033.30  $2,000.00  

415 Audio Visual Expenses $0.00  $4,353.44  $0.00  

417 Transfer to Correct Account $0.00  $482.00  $0.00  
TOTAL EXPENSES-BUILDING & 
GROUNDS: $354.86  $30,285.71  $29,000.00  

    
EXPENSES: CHURCH PROGRAMS Current Year-to-Date  Proposed Budget 

502 Bible Camp Sponsorships $0.00  $2,912.50  $1,500.00  

503 Offering Envelopes $0.00  $222.17  $350.00  

504 Confirmation Expense  $137.49  $550.47  $900.00  

506 Synod Assembly $0.00  $600.00  $750.00  

507 Books and Materials $0.00  $0.00  $100.00  

508 Misc. Program Expense $55.63  $1,512.21  $3,000.00  

512 Bank Service Charges $0.00  $452.63  $1,250.00  

517 Bibles for 3rd Graders $0.00  $0.00  $200.00  

519 Postage $55.00  $369.00  $350.00  

526 High School Graduate Gifts $0.00  $253.40  $250.00  
TOTAL EXPENSES-CHURCH 
PROGRAMS: $248.12  $6,872.38  $8,650.00  

    
EXPENSES: MISSIONS/BENEVOLENCES Current Year-to-Date  Proposed Budget 

602 Augustana/USF PACT $0.00  $0.00  $2,000.00  

603 ELCA Benevolence $1,063.80  $9,951.77  $9,000.00  

604 Shetek Bible Camp $0.00  $0.00  $650.00  

605 Crossroads Conference Dues $0.00  $28.20  $200.00  

614 Emergency Cash Fund $0.00  $0.00  $200.00  

TOTAL EXPENSES-MISSONS: $1,063.80  $9,979.97  $12,050.00  

    
EXPENSES:  OFFICE Current Year-to-Date Proposed Budget 

701 Copier Lease $152.74  $1,871.70  $2,400.00  

702 Bulletins and Inserts $147.56  $1,357.72  $1,750.00  

703 Church Office Telephone $100.94  $1,105.54  $1,200.00  

704 Office Supplies $0.00  $263.61  $750.00  

TOTAL EXPENSES - OFFICE: $401.24  $4,598.57  $6,100.00  

    
GRAND TOTAL EXPENSES: $7,873.02  $124,784.39  $144,760.00  

 
 


