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“Joy! He Shall Reign!” – A Candlelight Worship Service of Prayer 
December 24, 2019 

 
On this Christmas Eve, the people of God gather to celebrate the birth of the Word made flesh, Christ 

our Lord.  Luke recounts the familiar story of shepherds and angels.  John’s gospel tells of the Word 

that dwells among us, full of grace and truth.  The meaning of Christmas is made clear: the light 

shines in the darkness.  It is in the liturgy that we encounter the Word made flesh – in the people of 

God gathered together as the body of Christ.  We go forth to be bearers of light as we proclaim this 

Good News to all the ends of the earth.    

 
PRELUDE VIDEOS: “Unto Us,” “Behold” and “Gloria…Angels We Have Heard on High” 

 
THE LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 
 

Leader: God, you spoke the word at the beginning of all things.  “Light.”  And there was.  Then you watched the 
world stumble in the darkness, and you repeated it.  “Light.”  And there he was.   

All: A light in the stable.  A light in the sky.  A light that guides weary travelers.  A light in the eyes 
of a child looking at the tree.  A light that can never be extinguished.   

Leader: He lived with us.  It warmed our hearts and enlightened our souls.   
 

~Lighting of the “Christ” Candle on the Advent Wreath~ 
 

Leader: There will be no more darkness.  There will be no more wandering.  Light is here.   
All: Help us follow it.  Shining brighter above the chaos we create for ourselves.  Shine on us, in us, 

through us.  Warm our skin.  Give us breath.  Grant us a Savior.  Grant us Christ.  Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

Leader: Let us come into the light of Christ, confessing our need for God’s mercy… 
    God of peace, we confess that we are not at peace – with others or with ourselves.  
All: We bring to you all that tears us apart: conflict in our families, violence in our world, our own 

troubled and grieving hearts.  
Leader: In your mercy, mend us. 
All: Reconnect us to one another and to you.  Let peace reign over all the earth, through the Prince 

of Peace, our Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

 
 
 
PROCLAMATION OF FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: In the Word who has come to dwell with us, God has given us grace upon grace: forgiveness that is 
stronger than our sins, love that can heal every broken heart.  Hear this word of God’s pardon and 
peace: in the name of Jesus our Savior, we are free from all our sins.  Rise, shine, for our Light has 
come!  

All:   Thanks Be to God!  
 
 
CAROL                “Joy to the World”                               ELW 267 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Leader: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the True Light. 
All: Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence, and in the last day, wake 

to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Joy! He Shall Reign…  
(The New Revised Standard Version – NRSV Translation) 

 
FIRST LESSON        Who Are These Angels Who Come to Earth?                     Luke 2:1-14 
Leader: Glory to God in highest heaven, 
All:   who unto us the Son has given. 
 
SECOND LESSON       Who Are These Shepherds Who Run to See?              Luke 2:15-20 
Leader: Glory to God in highest heaven, 
All:   who unto us the Son has given. 
 
 
CAROL                   “Away in a Manger”                                            ELW 277 
 
 
THIRD LESSON        Who Is This Child, So Small, So Slight?                          Hebrews 1:1-4 
Leader: Glory to God in highest heaven, 
All:   who unto us the Son has given. 
 
FOURTH LESSON       Who Is This King, a Manger His Throne?                           Isaiah 9:2-7 
Leader: Glory to God in highest heaven, 
All:     who unto us the Son has given.  
 
 
CAROL                “What Child Is This”                           ELW 296 
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KID TALK             “Retooning the Nativity” 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE       At the birth of Christ the angels sang a song of peace and goodwill! 
Pastor Don and Kids:  May the peace of our Lord be with you always! 
All:         And also with you! 
 
 
FIFTH LESSON         Who Is This God, Who Sends a Son?                            John 1:1-14 
Leader: Glory to God in highest heaven, 
All:   who unto us the Son has given. 
 
 
MEDITATION             “Joy! He Shall Reign” 
 
 
CAROL                “Go Tell It on the Mountain”                                           ELW 290 

~Clapping and Joyfulness is encouraged~ 
 
 
AFFIRMATION OF OUR SHARED CHRISTIAN FAITH 
 

Leader: We believe in God the Creator, 
All:  In whose mind was born the plan of salvation; in whose heart was born a love for humankind. 
Leader: We believe in Emmanuel – God with us, 
All: born in humble station amid the lowing animals, a light in darkness, the promise of hope to the 

world. 
Leader: We believe in the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, 
All: bringing life to the womb of Mary, giving a song to the angel chorus, proclaiming Good News 

to the shepherds of Bethlehem. 
Leader: We believe in the God who was, is, and ever shall be; 
All:   the same yesterday, today and forever; 
Leader: before Bethlehem, at Bethlehem, beyond Bethlehem; 
All:   forever, world without end.  Amen. 
 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH – WE PRAY FOR THE WORLD  

(Congregational response after each petition of “Lord, in your mercy:” “Hear our prayer.”) 
 
 
WE RESPOND THROUGH OUR CHRISTMAS OFFERING 

 “Christmas gift suggestions: to your enemy, forgiveness.  To an opponent, tolerance.  To a friend, your heart.  
To a customer, service.  To all, charity.  To every child, a good example.  To yourself, respect.”   

~Oren Arnold~ 
Music Video – “Joy! He Shall Reign” (Big Daddy Weave) 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Leader: Good and loving God, tonight we come to the manger’s side, offering our gifts, our time, our service, 
even our very lives.  

All: With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 
BENEDICTION/BLESSING 
 

Leader: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.  Those who lived in deepest night, are lit 
up with a brilliant light. 

All: Unto us a Child is born.  Unto us a Son is given.  The spread of his influence and of his peace 
will never end. 

Leader: Therefore, go out into the world with great joy!  May the grace of Bethlehem’s matchless Child, the 
love of the God who never ceases to amaze, and the fellowship of the Spirit who never wearies, 

All:   be with us this holy night and evermore.  Amen. 
 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC        “Somewhere In Your Silent Night”  

(Our ADVENT 2019 PRAYER/SONG) 
(By Casting Crowns and signed by Pastor Don – “Candlelight” help from our children) 

 

(Please join in singing the chorus – 3 times) 
Somewhere in your silent night 

Heaven hears the song your broken heart has cried 
Hope is here just lift your head for love has come to find you 

Somewhere in your silent night 
 
 
SPREADING THE LIGHT – Video:    “Our Last Night – Christmas Eve” 

Jesus is the “Light of the World.”  As his followers, we are called to receive his light and carry him into the 
darkness of today.  With the lights turned out and candles lit, we pray for ourselves and for others.   

Watch the light grow as each of us receives the light of Christ. 
 
 
CAROL                “Silent Night, Holy Night!”                                      ELW 281 

Please stand for the final verse.  Extinguish candles after the carol. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

Leader: Go out into the world taking the Peace of Christmas with you to everyone you serve!  
All:   Thanks Be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE VIDEO                        (Majesty in a Manger, by Greg Sykes) 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

May God bless your Christmas 
and bring peace to the New Year! 
 


