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At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist,  

who calls us to repent and make a new beginning.   
As the darkness increases, we turn toward the approaching light of Christ.   

For Christians, he is the root of Jesse, the righteous judge who welcomes all,  
especially the poor and meek of the earth.   

We wait with hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with the lamb,  
and there will be no more hurt or destruction.  

 From the Lord’s table, we are sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ,  
the kingdom of God has come near. 

 
PRELUDE, VISUAL PRAYERS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
ADVENT WREATH LITURGY (The lighting of “The Candle of Peace” – in silence with altar lights off.) 
 

Leader: God, we sing, “Let there be peace on earth.”  But, do we believe it?   
All: Is it possible?  Have you looked down here lately?  You gave us this earth and everything in it.  

And we seem to be working so hard to mess it all up.  Forgive us.   
Leader: In the midst of the storms we manufacture, we can still find peace.  Peace as we gaze at the daylight.  

Peace in the warm glow of candlelight.   
All: Peace from being in the right place at the right time and knowing it.  When the air is still, and our 

minds are quiet, we can find peace.  When the lights are out, and only the tree is lit, we can find 
peace. 

Leader: We now light the second candle…(The Candle of Peace is lit).  When we make new memories that will 
last forever, we can find peace.   

All: God, you are not far away.  You are as close as our breath.  Your Spirit moves in like a breeze 
and soothes our troubled minds.  Peace on earth is possible if we let it begin in us.  Grant us 
peace, O Lord.  Amen. 

 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

Leader: John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness 
of sins.  We still need to hear that call to repentance.  Therefore, let us confess our sins together, that 
we may know God’s forgiveness… 
Loving God, when we find ourselves irritable and preoccupied with the demanding rhythms of the 
holiday season,  

 
 
All:      have mercy on us, O Lord. 
Leader: When we talk peace, but do not walk peace, 
All:       have mercy on us, O Lord. 
Leader: When we lose sight of the Child whose coming has transformed the world, 
All:       have mercy on us, O Lord. 
Leader: When we push away and keep out others who are different and needy, 
All:       have mercy on us, O Lord. 
Leader: When kindness and generosity fail us, 
All:       have mercy on us, O Lord. 
Leader: Grant that we may be conscious of your presence during this season  
All:      and stay centered in the sacredness of each moment. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
PROCLAMATION OF FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: The prophet, Isaiah, says to us, “Comfort, O comfort my people, says our God.  Speak tenderly to 
Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received 
from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins.”  Friends, believe the Good News!  In the grace and love 
of God, we are forgiven! 

All:      We rejoice!  Our sins are forgiven!  Thanks Be to God! 
 
 
OPENING HYMN            “Joy to the World”                                 ELW 267 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Leader: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son.  
All: By his coming, nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen.  

  
 
THE FIRST READING           Isaiah 11:1-10 
 
THE READING RESPONSE   “Thanks Be to God!” (After each reading) 
 
PSALM                 Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
 
THE SECOND READING         Romans 15:4-13 
 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC         “Glory to God in the Highest”                       Grace Lutheran Choir 
 
 
KID TALK   “Hope and Peace” 
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SHARING OF THE PEACE (Please remain standing for The Gospel) 
 
 
THE GOSPEL         Matthew 3:1-12                  (Pew Bible p. 2 – New Testament) 
 
GOSPEL RESPONSES  “Glory to You, O Lord” (After The Gospel is announced) 
    “Praise to You, O Christ” (After The Gospel is read) 
 
 
SERMON     “In the Wilderness”                               
                                  

“Somewhere In Your Silent Night” ADVENT 2019 PRAYER/SONG  
(Video: Somewhere In Your Silent Night, by Casting Crowns) 

 
(Please join in singing the chorus – 3 times) 

Somewhere in your silent night 
Heaven hears the song your broken heart has cried 

Hope is here just lift your head for love has come to find you 
Somewhere in your silent night  

 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

Leader: Together, let us proclaim our shared faith: 
All: We are not alone.  We live in God’s world.  We believe in God, who has created and is creating, 

who has come in Jesus to reconcile and to make all things new.  We trust God,  who calls us to 
be the church; to love and serve others, to seek justice and to resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, 
crucified, dead and risen; our judge and our hope.  In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is 
with us.  We are not alone.  Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
 (Congregational response after each petition of “Lord, in your mercy:” “Hear our prayer.”) 
 
 
RETURNING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
 “The season of Advent means there is something on the horizon the likes of which we have never seen before.  

What is possible is to not see it, to miss it, to turn just as it brushes past you.  And you begin to grasp what it was 
you missed, like Moses in the cleft of the rock, watching God’s [back] fade in the distance.  So stay.  Sit.  Linger.  
Tarry.  Ponder.  Wait.  Behold.  Wonder.  There will be time enough for running.  For rushing.  For worrying.  For 

pushing.  For now, stay.  Wait.  Something is on the horizon.” 
~Jan L. Richardson~ 

Music Video – “Just Another Christmas” (Laura Story) 
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE      “Prepare the Royal Highway”                         ELW 264 (vs. 1 & 4) 
 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Leader: Gracious God, we thank you for this season of carols and gifts, and for your most precious gift of Jesus.  
All: We offer you our lives and these gifts: our hopes and our plans, our work and our play.  May 

love and justice blossom from our gifts.  Amen.  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 
BENEDICTION/BLESSING 
 

Leader: Lord, the calendar calls for Christmas.  We have traveled this way before.  
All:     During this Advent Season, help us see what we have never seen before, accept what we have 

refused to think, and hear what we need to understand.  
Leader: Be with us in our goings, that we may meet you in your coming.  
All:      Astonish us until we sing, “Glory!” and then enable us to live it out with love and peace.  
Leader: In the name of your Incarnate Word, Jesus Christ. 
All:      Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN          “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”                           ELW 257 (vs. 1-4)
  
DISMISSAL 
 

Leader:  Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord by loving and serving one another!  
All:   Thanks Be to God! 

 
Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church on this Second Sunday of Advent! “The kingdom of heaven has 
come near” (Matthew 3:2), so let us repent — turn our lives around — and prepare for the Lord’s coming. 
 
 

This Week at GRACE 
 

Today:      10:00  am:  Sunday School  
Wed:     6:30  pm:  Worship (Holy Communion) 
       7:00  pm:  Luther League 
Sun:      9:00  am:  Worship (Sunday School Christmas Program) 
           NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 
Attendance 12/1/2019: 71 
 

Last week’s offering total was $2,618.00.  This includes Sunday’s and Wednesday’s offerings, and direct EFT 
through First Savings Bank. Our weekly offering goal is $2,600.00. We exceeded our weekly offering goal of 
$2,600 which helps to ensure that all of our bills and salaries are paid timely!!

 
 

Thank you to the following people for helping with our Worship service this morning: ushers Eric & Julie 
Anderson, reader Michele Reiffenberger, greeters Carl & Jenn Preheim, and A/V assistant Chela Bolte. 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

Announcements: 
 

 
 
Please join us next Sunday, December 15, for our Sunday School Christmas program 
during 9 am Worship. Breakfast will be served after the program by our National 
Youth Gathering group. 
 
 
 

 
Christ in our Home devotionals for January, February, and March are here. Please pick up a 
copy from the shelf in the narthex. 
 
 
 

 
Luther league is looking for donations of board games or card games. Any gently 
used games can be dropped off in the back of the fellowship hall on the couches.  
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A volunteer (or volunteers) is needed to salt the sidewalk around 
the church building after it has been shoveled following snowfall, 
and when there is ice on the concrete. (There is no shoveling 
required – just sprinkling salt on the sidewalk.) For more 
information, please contact Shannon Avilla at 605-261-0179. 
 

 

 
 
A volunteer (or volunteers) is needed to salt the sidewalk around 
the church building after it has been shoveled following snowfall, 
and when there is ice on the concrete. (There is no shoveling 
required – just sprinkling salt on the sidewalk.) For more 
information, please contact Shannon Avilla at 605-261-0179. 
 



 
 

 
 

 


