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First Sunday of Advent                                                                           December 1, 2019 

 

The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon!   

In today’s readings, both Paul and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep,  

for we know neither the day nor hour of the Lord’s coming.   

Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy mountain  

and there will be no more war or suffering.   

Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait for what we already have: 

Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens our faith  

in the promises of God. 

 
PRELUDE, VISUAL PRAYERS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
ADVENT WREATH LITURGY (The lighting of “The Candle of Hope” – in silence with altar lights off.) 
 

Leader: Hope is at the beginning of all things.  Before there is light, there is hope in the darkness.   
All: Before there is rain, there is hope in the drought.  Before there is peace, there is hope in the 

chaos.   
Leader: In the darkest moments, there is hope.  Hope helps the broken heal.   
All: Hope is there so we can climb up from the pit and into the light.   
Leader: We now light the first candle…(The Candle of Hope is lit).  In a small village, a young girl was asked to 

believe the impossible.  She was asked to deliver hope into a world that would condemn her.  She was 
given hope to conceive.   

All: And she shared God’s hope with us.  To the lost.  To the oppressed.   
Leader: So that everyone could hope.  Hope calls out of darkness and whispers, “Go.  You are free.”   
All: Hope is in the Christ child.  Hope has entered the world.  Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

Leader: Holy Father, we have sinned against you.  While we have lied to our brother or gossiped about our 
sister, it is you whose heart we have broken.  

All: You, who have given us life, who have demonstrated unconditional love and mercy; you are the 
one we have failed.  

Leader: Yet, our failure does not ruin us.  We know that you will continue to love us.  
All: We ask once again for your grace and forgiveness.  And may your loving-kindness move us 

away from sin and always toward your Son.  Amen. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

 
 
PROCLAMATION OF FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: The mercy of the Lord is everlasting.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord, we know that God’s face shines 
on us, and we are indeed forgiven! 

All:        We rejoice!  Our sins are forgiven!  Thanks Be to God! 
 
 
OPENING HYMN       “Awake!  Awake, and Greet the New Morn”                  ELW 242 
 
ADVENT INVOCATION AND KYRIE 
 

Leader:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
All:     And also with you. 
Leader: Christ has come and is coming again. 
All:      Come, Lord Jesus. 
Leader: We wait.  We anticipate.  We expect your coming.  
All:         Come, Lord Jesus. 
Leader: For we know this world is not our home.  
All:       Come, Lord Jesus.  
Leader: We long to see you face to face.  
All:        Come, Lord Jesus. 
Leader: Christ has come and is coming again.  
All:       Come, Lord Jesus.  Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE                      “He Came Down”                                                    ELW 253 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Leader: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.    
All: By your merciful protection, save us from the threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our 

walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  Amen.  

  
 
THE FIRST READING            Isaiah 2:1-5 
 
THE READING RESPONSE  “Thanks Be to God!” (After each reading) 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM             Psalm 122 
 
THE SECOND READING         Romans 13:11-14  
 
 
KID TALK    “The Call to Wake Up” 
        
SHARING OF THE PEACE (Please remain standing for The Gospel) 
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THE GOSPEL      Matthew 24:36-44                (Pew Bible p. 21 – New Testament) 
 
GOSPEL RESPONSES  “Glory to You, O Lord” (After The Gospel is announced) 
    “Praise to You, O Christ” (After The Gospel is read) 
 
 
SERMON      “Are We Ready?”                               
                                  

“Somewhere In Your Silent Night” ADVENT 2019 PRAYER/SONG  
(Video: Somewhere In Your Silent Night, by Casting Crowns) 

 

(Please join in singing the chorus – 3 times) 
Somewhere in your silent night 

Heaven hears the song your broken heart has cried 
Hope is here just lift your head for love has come to find you 

Somewhere in your silent night  
 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED                                      pg 127 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
 (Congregational response after each petition of “Lord, in your mercy:” “Hear our prayer.”) 
 
RETURNING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
“Advent, like its cousin Lent, is a season for prayer and reformation of our hearts.  Since it comes at wintertime, 

fire is a fitting sign to help us celebrate Advent.  If Christ is to come more fully into our lives this Christmas, if God 
is to become really incarnate for us, then fire will have to be present in our prayer.  Our worship and devotion will 

have to stoke the kind of fire in our souls that can truly change our hearts.  Ours is a great responsibility not to 
waste this Advent time.”  ~Edward Hays~ 

Music Video – “Christmas Is Coming” (Jason Gray) 
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE            “We Are Called”                 ELW 720 (vs. 1 & Refrain) 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Leader: Advent comes with the promise of light and love to come.  Advent comes with the promise that, if we 
just wait, the Prince of Peace will arrive.  

All: Advent comes with the expectation that the best is yet to be.  As we offer our gifts, let it be with 
thanksgiving and joy that we are able to bring the light of Advent into another's dark world.  
Amen.  

 
COMMUNION PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT (Special Music played during Holy Communion) 
 

 
BENEDICTION/BLESSING 
 

Leader: God is faithful.  Through God, we are called into the fellowship of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
All: As we wait on the Lord in this season of gifts, may God grant us abundant spiritual gifts, so that 

we might be enriched in all things.  
Leader: Grace to you and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, and may you go in the love of 

the Spirit. 
All: Amen. 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

Leader:  Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord by loving and serving one another!  
All:   Thanks Be to God! 

 
Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church on this First Sunday of Advent! “I was glad when they said to me, 
‘Let us go to the house of the LORD!’” (Psalm 122:1). May we, too, find joy in worshiping God. 
 
As we celebrate Holy Communion this morning, we invite all baptized Christians who seek forgiveness 
and who believe in Christ’s real presence in the Sacrament to join us at the altar. *** If you want Pastor 
Don to come to you with Communion, please let an usher know.*** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Week at GRACE 
 

Today:      10:00  am:  Coffee/Fellowship  
Wed:     6:30  pm:  Worship (Holy Communion) 
       7:00  pm:  Luther League 
       7:00  pm:  Choir 
       7:00  pm:  Jr. FROGs  
Sun:      9:00  am:  Worship 
        10:00  am:     Sunday School  
 
 
 

 

 

Please join us for coffee and fellowship 
to honor our new members following 
the service.  
 



 
 

 
 

 

 
Attendance 11/24/2019: 114 
 

Last week’s offering total was $1,719.00.  This includes Sunday’s and Wednesday’s offerings, and direct EFT 
through First Savings Bank. Our weekly offering goal is $2,600.00.  We were $881.00 under goal.  Remember -  
to ensure all bills and salaries of the church are paid, we need to meet our weekly goal!!

 
 

Thank you to the following people for helping with our Worship service this morning: ushers Lavonne Meyer & 
Deb VanHove, reader Lisa Geis, Communion Assistants Lisa Geis & Kathy Licht, greeters Joel & Pat Plucker, 
and A/V assistant Chela Bolte. 
 
 

Announcements: 
 

 
The December newsletter is in your mailbox. Please take your copy home with you today. 
Extra copies of the newsletter can be found on the shelf in the narthex. 
 

 
 
Luther league is looking for donations of board games or card games. Any gently 
used games can be dropped off in the back of the fellowship hall on the couches.  
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A volunteer (or volunteers) is needed to salt the sidewalk around 
the church building after it has been shoveled following snowfall, 
and when there is ice on the concrete. (There is no shoveling 
required – just sprinkling salt on the sidewalk.) For more 
information, please contact Shannon Avilla at 605-261-0179. 
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