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23rd Sunday after Pentecost                                                             November 17, 2019 

 
PRELUDE, VISUAL PRAYERS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

Leader: We gather in Worship to celebrate God, the great I AM! 
All:    We rejoice in both Creator and creation.  We are awed by the beauty and diversity of the world. 
Leader: We celebrate God’s covenant with us. 
All:    We remember God’s faithfulness through the ages and in our own lives.  We give thanks for  
    God’s eternal love and mercy. 
Leader: God is too great for us to keep silent! 
All:    Praise comes naturally in response to who God is and what God has done.  Our joy  overflows. 
                It cannot be contained. 
Leader: Let us join hearts and hands and voices to worship the Lord our God. 
All:    This is the day that the Lord has made.  We will rejoice and be glad in it! 
Leader: Let us be mindful of who we are as a faith community as we proclaim our shared statement mission 

and ministry: 
All: “We believe we are forgiven and saved by faith in Jesus Christ through His death and     

resurrection.  As people of God, through love, we are God’s hands.  We are called to invite and 
welcome everyone into the fellowship of believers.  We worship together, teach His word, pray 
for, encourage and uplift each other.  We witness to His love and forgiveness to our 
congregation, community and world.”  (Written by members from Grace Lutheran) 

 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

Leader: So often when we speak of sins, we think of things that are morally reprehensible or socially 
unacceptable.  If we think of sin as anything keeping us from living openly with God and others, 
anything preventing us from being the creatures God intended, we realize that much of our sin is 
actually legal or socially acceptable.  Let us confess those sins before God and before each other… 
Eternal and loving Father, you comfort, support and encourage us.  Your goodness and kindness go 
beyond our understanding.  

All: Your grace is richer and deeper than we can begin to comprehend.  Yet despite your gracious 
love and faithful care, we seek to go our own way and to trust our own resources.  

 
 

 
 
Leader: Time after time, we choose our plans over your will.  Over and over again, our pride, self-reliance and 

self-centeredness lead us astray.  
All: We confess we are sinners in need of forgiveness.  We admit we are flawed, broken people in 

need of mercy.  
Leader: Through the person and work of Jesus Christ, forgive us for all the times we have failed you.  Cleanse 

our hearts, and make them fresh and new.  
All: Renew our minds for your kingdom’s sake.  Empower us to be your Son’s disciples for his 

glory.  We pray through Jesus Christ our Lord, in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
 
PROCLAMATION OF FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: Brothers and sisters in Christ, hear these words regarding prayer: “Ask and it will be given to you; 
search, and you will find; knock and the door will be opened for you.”  Know that God longs to hear our 
prayer, and longs to communicate back.  Friends, believe the Good News of the Gospel:  

All:   In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  Let us live at peace as forgiven people.  Amen. 
 
OPENING HYMN         “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”                                     ELW 807 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Leader: O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, nothing is holy. 
All: Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we may live through what  is 

temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen.  
 
 
THE FIRST READING          Malachi 4:1-2a 
 
THE READING RESPONSE  “Thanks Be to God!” (After each reading) 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM             Psalm 98 
 
THE SECOND READING       2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
 
 
KID TALK         “Hope” 
        
SHARING OF THE PEACE (Please remain standing for The Gospel) 
 
 
THE GOSPEL   Luke 21:5-19            (Pew Bible p. 65 – New Testament) 
 
GOSPEL RESPONSES  “Glory to You, O Lord” (After The Gospel is announced) 
    “Praise to You, O Christ” (After The Gospel is read) 
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SERMON          “The True Hope We Have in God”                               
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY              “Joy to the World”                                    ELW 267 

Hymn writer, Isaac Watts, was inspired by Psalm 98 when composing this hymn.  This hymn is also fitting with 
today’s Gospel reading from Luke.  It serves as an important reminder that we have come together this day to 
give thanks for God’s love for the world – the whole world.  We are united by faith – faith that God created all 
things and people, sustains all things and people, and will redeem all things and people, all because of God’s 

overwhelming love for all things and people.   
                                  
 
APOSTLES’ CREED                                    pg 127 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
 (Congregational response after each petition of “Lord, in your mercy:” “Hear our prayer.”) 
 
 
RETURNING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

“Stewardship – it’s not just about giving money.  It’s about giving everything.”  ~Anonymous~ 
Music Video – “There Was Jesus” (Zach Williams & Dolly Parton) 

 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE         “Give Thanks” 

Give thanks with a grateful heart; give thanks to the Holy One,  

Give thanks, because he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son. (repeat) 

And now, let the weak say, “I am strong.”  Let the poor say, “I am rich,”  

Because of what the Lord has done for us. (repeat) 
Give thanks. 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Leader: O God, may we never be weary in doing right.  
All:   We dedicate these gifts of our honest earnings to your service.  May we make the earnest   
    commitment to take the risks necessary to accomplish your will within our community and   
    throughout the world.  In Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen.  
 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT BY INTINCTION (Special Music played during Communion) 
 
 
 

 
BENEDICTION/BLESSING 
 

Leader: People of God, as we depart from this place, may our eyes be set on Jesus.   
All:   Whether in joy or in sadness, may we know and experience his deep love.   
Leader: This life is but a moment, for eternity is set before us, and we have great hope.   
All:   Our King is coming to make all things new.   
Leader: The sound of weeping and crying will be heard no more.  May we live each day in the hope of the 

return of our Savior. 
All:  Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

Leader:  Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord by loving and serving one another!  
All:   Thanks Be to God! 

 
Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church!. “O sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous 
things” (Psalm 98:1, NRSV). We gather to sing to the Lord and celebrate his work in our lives.  
 
As we celebrate Holy Communion by Intinction this morning, we invite all baptized Christians who seek 
forgiveness and who believe in Christ’s real presence in the Sacrament to join us at the altar. *** If you 
want Pastor Don to come to you with Communion, please let an usher know.*** Please join us for coffee 
and fellowship following the service. 
 
 

This Week at GRACE 
 

Today:      10:00  am:  Sunday School  
Mon:                 1:30  pm:  Days for Girls 
Tues:     4:30  pm:  Bread Give-Away @ Courthouse 
Wed:     4:00  pm:  Pre-Confirmation 

 5:00  pm:  Confirmation 
 6:30  pm:  Worship (Holy Communion)  
 7:00  pm:  Luther League 
 7:00  pm:  Choir 

Sun:      9:00  am:  Worship  
        10:00  am:  FROGs 
         10:00  am:  Sunday School 
 

 
Attendance 11/10/2019: 104 
 

Last week’s offering total was $2,584.00.  This includes Sunday’s and Wednesday’s offerings, and direct EFT 
through First Savings Bank. Our weekly offering goal is $2,600.00.  We were $16.00 under goal.  Remember -  
to ensure all bills and salaries of the church are paid, we need to meet our weekly goal!!

 
 

 

Thank you to the following people for helping 
with our Worship service this morning: ushers 
Arlen & Diann Mohr, reader Don Nolan, 
greeters Dale & Jacey Peters and family, 
Communion Assistants Randy & Chris Wirt and 
Deb VanHove, and A/V assistant Erin Patten. 
 



 
 

 
 

 

Announcements: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Church Council will be distributing this year’s fair stand funds at their next 
meeting on November 19. If you have any ideas or suggestions for where they 
might direct some of these funds, please contact the church office. 
 
  
 
 
 

Wellspring Wholistic Care Center, Freeman, SD is sponsoring a Grief Seminar on 
November 23, from 1-4 pm at the Prairie Arboretum Visitor’s Center south of Freeman 
Academy.  Speakers from the surrounding area will share their grief challenges. This 
year’s panel will be discussing Grief in the Holidays.  If you are unsure as to how you 
will get through the holidays because of grief, this seminar if for you. Featured speaker 
is Dr Daniel Burow. Contact LaVonne Brockmueller (925-4542) or Dennis Ries (925-
7788) for more information. 
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A huge thank-you to everyone who has donated to the Milk’s Camp 
hat and mitten tree so far!  The tree is still up in the narthex, so if 
you haven’t donated yet, you can still grab a mitten or two and 
purchase a pair of mittens and a hat for the child listed on that 
mitten.  There are also basketballs on the tree to help supply balls 
for the teens. Place these items, along with the paper mitten, under 
the tree by November 24.  No need to wrap.  Thanks for your 
support!! 
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