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All Saints Sunday                                                                               November 3, 2019 

 
In Holy Baptism, God makes saints out of sinners.   

In Holy Communion, God forgives the sins of all the saints.   
In the assembly today, we give thanks for all the saints “who from their labors rest,”  

who have fought the good fight, who have gained the crown.  
 In the same breath, we petition our God for the strength to hear and to heed the admonitions  

of the Lord Jesus in today’s Gospel.   
Recalling that we have been sealed by the Spirit and sustained by the Savior’s body and blood,  

we keep on keeping on as God gives us breath, to the praise of God’s glory. 

 
PRELUDE, VISUAL PRAYERS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

Leader: We gather with the saints around God’s throne of grace. 
All:   Together with the saints, we are embraced in love. 
Leader: We gather with the saints around the Lamb who gave himself for us all. 
All:   Together with the saints, we are forgiven and free. 
Leader: We gather with the saints in the fullness of the Spirit’s gifts. 
All:   Together with the saints, we are abounding with eternal life. 
Leader: We gather in the name of our holy and life-giving God – Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit.  Let us now  
    remember and join in holy fellowship as we sing our praises and proclaim our shared statement of  
    mission and ministry: 
All: “We believe we are forgiven and saved by faith in Jesus Christ through His death and     

resurrection.  As people of God, through love, we are God’s hands.  We are called to invite and 
welcome everyone into the fellowship of believers.  We worship together, teach His word, pray 
for, encourage and uplift each other.  We witness to His love and forgiveness to our 
congregation, community and world.”  (Written by members from Grace Lutheran) 

 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

Leader: When we are called saints, the idea takes our breath away, for we are not saintly people.  But we are 
seekers after God’s will, who have been powerfully claimed by Jesus Christ.  Remembering who we 
are intended to be, let us come to God’s holy place to find forgiveness, healing, and empowerment… 
Holy and Almighty God, we come to adore you. 

 
 
 
All:   But we know also that we have not lived as your beloved people. 
Leader: We have been reluctant in our prayer, praise, and thanksgiving.  We have been unwilling to love as  
    we have been loved. 
All: We have been fearful and have kept our distance from all those in need.  We have been proud 

and arrogant, rather than humble and pure of heart.  Be merciful to us, we pray, as we confess 
to you now in silent reflection…  

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
 
PROCLAMATION OF FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: Brothers and sisters, through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord, the God whom we adore is indeed  
    most gracious and merciful.  Jesus died and rose again, overthrowing the powers of sin and death,  
    for the sake of the world.  We are enslaved no longer by the powers of darkness. 
All:   We are forgiven and freed to follow Christ!  Thanks Be to God! 
 
 
OPENING HYMN            “Shall We Gather at the River”                      ELW 423 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Leader: Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of your Son, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to know the 
inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Pastor Don will light a single candle (9 total) for each member of Grace Lutheran Church (and also the non-
members whose funerals Pastor Don presided over) who completed their life’s journey this year and now rests in 

peace in the comforting hands of our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ. 
~The bell will ring three times.   

We’ll observe one full minute of silence, and the bell will ring three more times.~ 
 
 
REMEMBERING THE SAINTS 
 

Come and receive a lit candle and place it upon the table by the altar.  The candles are in remembrance of the 
saints who have gone before us, shedding the light of Christ upon our journey of faith.   

You may proceed to the front of the Sanctuary at your leisure. 
Please receive one lit candle per family unit.  Thank you! 

 

Leader: God of comfort, 
All:   You comfort us in our sorrows so that we can comfort others in their sorrows.  Give us    
    guidance as we walk by faith, to live with hope that is in you alone.  Amen.   
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THE FIRST READING          Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18 
 
THE READING RESPONSE   “Thanks Be to God!” (After each reading) 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM             Psalm 149 
 
THE SECOND READING         Ephesians 1:11-23 
 
Please take time today to speak with your child/children about that special saint(s) whose candle burns 

brightly this day as the light of Christ fills the Sanctuary on this All Saints Sunday.  
 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE  
 

Leader: The peace of the Lord be with you always! 
All: And also with you! 
 

(Please remain standing for The Gospel) 
 
 
THE GOSPEL          Luke 6:20-31             (Pew Bible p. 49 – New Testament) 
 
GOSPEL RESPONSES  “Glory to You, O Lord” (After the Gospel is announced) 
    “Praise to You, O Christ” (After the Gospel is read) 
 
 
MESSAGE            “Blessed Are You Who Weep Now”                               
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY           “For All the Saints”                                                    ELW 422 
                                  
 
NICENE CREED                                    pg 126 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
 (Congregational response after each petition of “Lord, in your mercy:” “Hear our prayer.”) 
 
 
RETURNING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

“Geddes MacGregor in The Rhythm of God tells of a priest who, when asked, ‘How many people were at the 
early celebration of the Eucharist last Wednesday morning?’ replied, ‘There were three old ladies, the janitor, 

several thousand archangels, a large number of seraphim, and several million of the triumphant saints of God.’  
Such a ‘cloud of witnesses’ answers a deep human urge to be part of something larger, to not stand alone, to 
give our little lives meaning.  One drop of water, left alone, evaporates quickly.  But one drop of water in the 

immense sea endures.”  ~Kathy Coffey~ 
Music Video – “From Whom All Blessings Flow” (Hillsong Worship) 

 

OFFERTORY RESPONSE          “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”                                ELW 182 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Leader: Accept these gifts we humbly offer, gracious God. 
All:  Use them, and use us, to reach into places where your mystery remains hidden, where your  

goodness is not yet known.  Make us good stewards of your Word.  Make us responsible heirs 
of your promises, in Jesus’ name.  Amen.  

  
 
COMMUNION PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT (Special Music played during Holy Communion) 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

Leader: May the love of God enfold you.  May the mercy of God abound for you.  May the blessing of life with 
God comfort you.  And may almighty God – Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.  

All:   Amen. 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

Leader:  Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord by loving and serving one another!  
All:   Thanks Be to God! 

 
 
Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! Today we remember saints in heaven and celebrate our own 
sainthood on earth.  
 
As we celebrate Holy Communion this morning, we invite all baptized Christians who seek forgiveness 
and who believe in Christ’s real presence in the Sacrament to join us at the altar. *** If you want Pastor 
Don to come to you with Communion, please let an usher know.*** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please join us following the service for Faith in Acton’s 
annual fundraiser meal. Eggbake, rolls, juice and coffee 
are on the menu. Funds raised will be shared between 
future FIA projects, and rice and beans for Haiti. 
 
 



 
 

 
 

This Week at GRACE 
 

Today:      10:00  am:  Sunday School  
        10:00  am:  Faith in Action Fundraiser Brunch 
Wed:     4:00  pm:  Pre-Confirmation 

 5:00  pm:  Confirmation 
 6:30  pm:  Worship (Holy Communion)  
 7:00  pm:  Luther League 
 7:00  pm:  Choir 

Sun:      9:00  am:  Worship  
         10:00  am:  Sunday School 
 

 
Attendance 10/27/2019: 147 
 

Last week’s offering total was $4,367.00.  This includes Sunday’s and Wednesday’s offerings, and direct EFT 
through First Savings Bank. We exceeded our weekly offering goal of $2,600 which helps to ensure that all of 
our bills and salaries are paid timely!!

 
 
Thank you to the following people for helping with our Worship service this morning: ushers Randy & Chris Wirt, 
reader Joel Plucker, candle lighting assistant Deb VanHove, greeters Ordell & Shirley Oswald, Communion 
Assistants Tim & Jennifer Verhey, and A/V assistant Erin Patten. 
 
 

Announcements: 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Jr. Frogs have set up the Mitten Tree in the Narthex for Milks Camp children.  We are 
asking the congregation to take a mitten (or two) and purchase a pair of mittens and a hat for 
the child listed on that mitten.  There are also basketballs on the tree to help supply balls for 
the teens. Place these items, along with the paper mitten, under the tree.  No need to 
wrap.  Thanks for your support!! 
 

 
 
 
The Church Council will be distributing this year’s fair stand funds at their next 
meeting on November 19. If you have any ideas or suggestions for where they 
might direct some of these funds, please contact the church office. 
  

 
 

Attention Grace Lutheran Church: 
 
Today is the final day to fill out your time and talent form! The annual 
Time and Talent Offering will allow us to inventory the ways you wish to 
participate in the ministry of our congregation. All adults and children are 
asked to complete this form and return it to the church office or put in the 
offering plate. Thank you! 
 

 
 
Did you know that you can donate to Grace Lutheran Church just by purchasing your 
everyday items through Amazon?  Well you can, just following these simple 
instructions.   

• On your desktop or phone, you can go to smile.amazon.com and if you 
don't have a charity set, it will prompt you to choose a charity.  You can 
search and select Grace Lutheran Church, Parker, SD. If you already have 
Amazonsmile account and would like to switch to Grace Lutheran as your 
charity, from your desktop, go to Your Account from the navigation at the 
top of any page, and then select the option to Change your Charity. Or, from 
your mobile browser, select Change your Charity from the options at the 
bottom of the page.  

• You can also change to Amazonsmile through the Amazon mobile app by 
clicking on the 3 lines on the left side of the screen, click on settings, and 
Amazonsmile.  

The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5 percent of the purchase price from 
your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to your charity.  
 

http://smile.amazon.com/

