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Third Sunday of Easter (Affirmation of Baptism)                                                              May 5, 2019 

 
PRELUDE, VISUAL PRAYERS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP VIDEO “Baptism: What Is It?”                     (By Luther House of Study) 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

Leader: Resurrected Christ, you come to us when we least expect it, offering to us lives of a different kind of 
abundance. 

All:  Yet we often fail to sense your presence with us and misuse your generous gifts. 
Leader: Joyful Spirit, you long to turn our mourning into dancing, to change our funeral clothes into garments of 

exuberance. 
All:  Sad or afraid, we often struggle to lift our feet to your music or wear an emotion that matches 

your joy. 
Leader: Forgive us, Creator of all, for failing to live in tune with your love.  Even when we have lost faith in you, 

do not lose faith in us.  
All: Make us once again into your faithful people, inspired and inspiring others.  Amen. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
PROCLAMATION OF FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: Christ forgives the most impossible sins, overcomes the greatest fears, comforts the loudest cries and 
breaks down the strongest barriers to his love and peace.  Through the resurrection, Christ’s power in 
the Holy Spirit lives and works here and now.  Brothers and sisters, know that we are forgiven and be at 
peace. 

All: Alleluia!  Thanks Be to God!  
 
OPENING HYMN            “Borning Cry”         ELW 732 (The last two lines are vs. 4)
             
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Leader: Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud your majesty and might.  
All: By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself to us and inspire us to follow Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen.  

 
 
THE FIRST READING           Acts 9:1-6 
 
THE READING RESPONSE  “Thanks Be to God!” (After each reading) 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM           Psalm 30  
 
THE SECOND READING        Revelation 5:11-14 
 
 
KID TALK       “The Lamb”    
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE (Please remain standing for The Gospel) 
 
 
THE GOSPEL       John 21:1-19                       (Pew Bible p. 88 – New Testament) 
 
GOSPEL RESPONSES  “Glory to You, O Lord” (After The Gospel is announced) 
    “Praise to You, O Christ” (After The Gospel is read) 
 
 
SERMON                “Do You Love Me?”                               
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY            “Here I Am, Lord”                         ELW 574 
 
                                  

*** 

Affirmation of Baptismal Faith 
 
PRESENTATION OF CONFIRMANDS                        Confirmands stand. 
 

Leader: Brothers and sisters in Christ, in Holy Baptism Jesus received you and made you members of 
his Church.  In the community of God’s people, you have learned about God’s loving purpose 
for you and all creation.  You are commissioned to share in the work and ministry of our 
Lord, Jesus Christ. 

Confirmands:  Today we profess our faith in Jesus Christ and confess the faith in which we have   
       been baptized. 
 

The congregation is invited to stand and join the Confirmands  
in the profession of our shared Christian faith. 

 
DECLARATION OF FAITH 
 

Leader: Do you renounce all the forces of evil, the devil, and all his empty promises?    
All:   I do. 
Leader: Do you believe in God the Father? 
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All:   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
Leader: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
All: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again.  He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living 
and the dead. 

Leader: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
All: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
 
DECLARATION OF INTENT              Congregation is seated.  Confirmands remain standing. 
 

(Addressing the Confirmands) 
Leader: You have made public profession of your faith.  Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made 

with you in Holy Baptism: 
 ~to live among God’s faithful people, 
 ~to hear his Word and share in his Supper, 
 ~to proclaim the Good News of God in Christ through word and deed, 
 ~to serve all people, following the example of our Lord Jesus, and 
 ~to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

 
Confirmands:  I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
Leader: Let us pray: 
    Gracious Lord, through water and the Spirit you have made these young adults your own.  You    
    forgave them all their sins and brought them newness of life.  Continue to strengthen them with the  
    Holy Spirit, and increase in them daily your gifts of grace: 

 ~the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
 ~the spirit of counsel and might, 
 ~the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, 
 ~the spirit of joy in your presence; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

All:   Amen. 
 
 
PRAYER OF RESPONSE (By Confirmands) 
 

Leader: From the beginning, gracious God, 
Confirmands: you have encouraged our growth in faith and understanding of your will, may this same 

spirit of growth motivate and encourage our hearts to draw still closer to you.  May we 
all be  reminded of the baptism that claimed us as your children and your light that 
shines through us.  Amen.  

 
 
 
 

 

LAYING ON OF HANDS 
 

Parents, baptismal sponsors, and family are invited to join your Confirmand at the Communion Rail.  You may 
join Pastor Don by laying your hand upon the Confirmand as he proclaims the following blessing: 

 
Pastor Don:  Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in ______________ the gift of your Holy Spirit; confirm 

his/her faith, guide his/her life, empower his/her serving, give him/her patience in suffering and 
bring him/her to eternal life.  

Confirmand:  Amen! 

 
 
BLESSING OF CONFIRMANDS (Gathered around Baptismal Font) 
 

Leader: Friends, may God be with you in this life-long journey of faith.  Keep alert to the voice of God, as it 
molds and shapes your very being and as it transforms you into the person God created you to  be.  
May it always be your heart’s desire to grow closer to the Creator and all God’s people.  In the name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Confirmands:  Amen. 
 

The congregation may applaud while the Confirmands return to their seats. 
*** 

 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
 (Congregational response after each petition of “Lord, in your mercy:” “Hear our prayer.”) 
 
RETURNING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

“The greatest gifts of all create space for the greatest sacrifices imaginable.  
For if we simply receive something that does not press us to give something in return, we will die fat with 

possessions but starved of meaning.”  ~Craig D. Lounsbrough~ 
Music Video – “2019 Confirmands” 

 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE         “Give Thanks” 
 

Give thanks with a grateful heart; give thanks to the Holy One,  
Give thanks, because he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son. (repeat) 

And now, let the weak say, “I am strong.”  Let the poor say, “I am rich,”  
Because of what the Lord has done for us. (repeat) 

Give thanks. 
  
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Leader: Holy One, just as the disciples found many fish when they cast nets on the right side, so do we find 
surprising abundance when we listen to you.  

All: As we dedicate ourselves to your work, may our overflowing nets be used for your good 
purposes, proclaiming your love for all.  Amen.  

 



 
 

 
 

COMMUNION PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT (Special music played during Communion) 
 
 
BENEDICTION/BLESSING 
 

Leader: God, as we go from this place, grant us to be silent before you that we might hear you; 
All: at rest in you, that you may work in us; open to you, that you may enter; empty before you, that 

you may fill us. 
Leader: Let us be still and know that you are our God. 
All: Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

Leader: Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord by loving and serving one another!  
All: Thanks Be to God! 

 
  
Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church on this third Sunday of Easter! Today is a special day for Grace 
Lutheran Church as 7 of our young people will affirm their Baptism through the rite of Confirmation. May 
God bless them as they commit their lives to Jesus Christ. Please join us for coffee and fellowship 
following the service 
 
As we celebrate Holy Communion this morning, we invite all baptized Christians who seek forgiveness 
and who believe in Christ’s real presence in the Sacrament to join us at the altar. *** If you want Pastor 
Don to come to you with Communion, please let an usher know.*** 
 
 

This Week at GRACE 
 

Today:     10:00  am:  Sunday School 
Wed:    4:00  pm:  Pre-Confirmation 
      5:00  pm:  Confirmation 
      6:30  pm:  Worship (Holy Communion) 
      7:00  pm:  Church Council meeting 
Sun:     9:00  am:  Worship (Graduate Recognition) 
        10:00  am:  Sunday School 

 
Attendance 4/28/2019: 106 
 

Last week’s offering total was $2,913.00..  This includes Sunday’s and Wednesday’s offerings, Simply Giving, 
and direct EFT through First Savings Bank. We exceeded our weekly offering goal of $2,600 which helps to 
ensure that all of our bills and salaries are paid timely!!

 

Announcements: 
 
A Congregational meeting for Grace Lutheran Church will be held on Sunday, May 19, following 
Worship. Council will be bringing back information that was requested by the Congregation at 
the April 7 meeting, including bids for carpet, ceiling, roof, furnace, and AC. Please plan to 
attend this meeting, as important decisions need to be made. 
 
 

 
Arthritis Foundation Night – Created by Taylor Van Emmerik 
Saturday, May 11 – 5:00-8:00 pm at Grace Lutheran Church 

• Carnival Games, Bingo, Warrior Stories, Dinner, and more… 

• Free Admission 
Tickets for Games: $1 for 1; $8 for 10; $15 for 20 
If anyone is interested in helping, please contact Taylor Van Emmerik (605-670-3323; taylorve12@gmail.com) 
 
 

Attention: The fair stand sign-up sheet is now up on the bulletin board. Sign-ups for 
potato salad makers and pie cutters are also up. Please take the time to sign up so 
you can work the shift(s) you prefer. Participation in the Grace Lutheran fair stand is 
encouraged for all church members, including children 3rd grade and up.  

 
 

What: Parker Community VBS “Roar” 

Who:  VBS is open to kids 4 yrs-6th Grade. (Must be 4 by June 1st) 

Date:  Sunday, June 9th – Wednesday, June 12th  

Where: 4 yrs-4th Grade at Grace Lutheran Church 

5th-6th Graders drop off & pick up at Grace Lutheran Church – 

transportation provided to projects throughout the community including to the Presbyterian 

& Methodist churches    This is a FREE program. Register online or contact Madison Avilla 

to register https://vbspro.events/p/events/parkervbs  

Contact: Madison Avilla at 1-605-261-4089 or madisonavilla77@gmail.com 
 
 

Thank you to Grace Lutheran Church for thinking of me! I received a care package at the 
end of last week and it was an awesome surprise! I really do miss Youth Group and the 
Grace Lutheran Choir. They both were filled with such compassionate hearts and I consider 
myself lucky to have experienced them. Currently, I am at NDSU studying Strategic 
Communication. As the semester comes to a close, I am reminded of the wonderful 
community I will be returning to this summer. Thank you so much for the gift, it means a lot:) 

Sincerely, 
Josie Holzwarth 

Thank you to the following people for helping 
with our Worship service this morning: ushers 
Trent & Alek Kuchta, reader Tami Matson, 
greeters Tony & Lori Jensen, Communion 
Assistants Steve & Deone Christensen, and 
A/V assistant Lexi Even. 
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