
  

 

 

Grace Lutheran Church 
Parker, South Dakota 

Rev. Don Reiffenberger, Pastor 
Music Leaders:  Shirley Oswald, Deone Christensen, Grace Reiffenberger, Michele Reiffenberger 

Church Office: 297-4417   Pastor’s Cell: 605-759-6065    
graceluth@iw.net  pastordongraceluth@gmail.com  www.gracelutheranparker.com 
 

Fourth Sunday of Easter                                                                           May 12, 2019 

 
PRELUDE, VISUAL PRAYERS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

Leader: We gather together in the presence of our Shepherd God, who calls us each by name, who restores 
our souls, who leads us in the way of righteousness and whose goodness and love never stop 
pursuing us.  

All: Shepherd God, we come with hunger and thirst, hurts and wounds, grief and tears.  Here, in 
this time and place, in our worship, may we fully know your loving presence. 

Leader: Come, let us worship together and share our witness of God’s living presence in the world as we 
proclaim our shared statement of mission and ministry: 

All: “We believe we are forgiven and saved by faith in Jesus Christ through His death and     
resurrection.  As people of God, through love, we are God’s hands.  We are called to invite and 
welcome everyone into the fellowship of believers.  We worship together, teach His word, pray 
for, encourage and uplift each other.  We witness to His love and forgiveness to our 
congregation, community and world.”  (Written by members from Grace Lutheran) 

 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

Leader: The Lord is my shepherd, what does that mean?  Our God watches over us and keeps us safe.  But 
sometimes we don’t act as if we are safe in God’s arms.  Let us confess our feelings of insecurity and 
inaction to our God… 

             Like a shepherd with his sheep, Jesus calls us his own. 
All:    But we do not always hear. 
Leader: Jesus calls us to follow him. 
All:    Yet we prefer to make our own way. 
Leader: Jesus offers eternal life. 
All:    Yet we choose our worldly attachments. 
Leader: Loving Messiah, whose knowledge of God surpasses any of ours,  
All: whose unity with God shows us God’s presence with us, forgive us when we do not follow you.  

Give us ears to hear your loving call, that we might be made one with you.  Amen. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

 
 
 
PROCLAMATION OF FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: The Shepherd who calls us to follow him also leads us beside still waters and restores our souls.  He 
offers us gifts beyond our imagining.  His love is without limit.  Brothers and sisters, God’s mercy is 
embodied in the One we call Christ, who leads us into life.  Know that we are forgiven, and be at 
peace. 

All:   In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  Thanks Be to God!  
 
 
OPENING HYMN                  “I Need Thee Every Hour”                                     Blue Hymnal #443 

 (Led by a music video as a time of peaceful prayer…please join in singing the chorus) 
I need Thee, O I need Thee; 

Every hour I need Thee! 
O bless me now, my Savior 

I come to Thee. 
 
 
KYRIE/PRAYER OF THE DAY         “Peace, Be Still”                Spoken Words – Cantor – ALL [5x] 
 

Peace, be still. 
Peace, be still. 

The storm rages. 
Peace, be still. 

 
Leader: O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the 

sheep.   
All: By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in everything good that we may do 

your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
Amen.  

 
 
THE FIRST READING             Acts 9:36-43 
 
THE READING RESPONSE    “Thanks Be to God!” (After each reading) 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM            Psalm 23 
 
THE SECOND READING            Revelation 7:9-17 
 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC                “Sweet Hour of Prayer”               Sunday School Children (Bells) 

(Speakers: Braelyn Berens and Jillian Schulte) 
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KID TALK              “Good Shepherd Sunday” 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE (Please remain standing for The Gospel) 
 
 
THE GOSPEL           John 10:22-30              (Pew Bible p. 79 – New Testament) 
 
GOSPEL RESPONSES  “Glory to You, O Lord” (After The Gospel is announced) 
    “Praise to You, O Christ” (After The Gospel is read) 
 
 
SERMON              “My Sheep Hear My Voice”    
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY       “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”               ELW 807 
 
 
BLESSING OF GRADUATES 
 

Leader: We are delighted to recognize the high school graduates of Grace Lutheran Church today.  It is our 
privilege to affirm these members of our congregation who have completed one phase of their lives and 
move with great expectations to another. 

 
~Graduates are invited to the baptismal font… 

 
Graduates, as you celebrate your achievements and prepare to begin new endeavors, be mindful of 
your grounding in faith, and of your vocation to serve God in all your life’s work and accomplishments. 

 
~Graduates receive their gifts… 

 
Pastor: Let us pray…Gracious God, we give thanks for these young adults and for the milestone they have 

attained.  As they begin this new phase of their lives, may they be blessed with the knowledge of your 
love and experience your peace in all they encounter.  Bless, also, the parents of these students who 
have raised their children and nourished them in the Christian faith along with this faith community.  
Give these families strength in your continuing presence, through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

All:       Amen. 
 

~Please extend a hand and join Pastor Don in blessing the 2019 graduates… 
 
Pastor:   Go out into the world in peace; 
All:     be of good courage; hold to what is good; return no one evil for evil; strengthen the faint-

hearted; support the weak; help the suffering; honor all people; love and serve our God, 
rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

Leader:  Together, let us proclaim our shared faith: 

All:     We are not alone.  We live in God’s world.  We believe in God, who has created and is creating, 

who has come in Jesus to reconcile and to make all things new.  We trust God, who calls us to 

be the church; to love and serve others, to seek justice and to resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, 

crucified, dead and risen; our judge and our hope.  In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is 

with us.  We are not alone.  Amen. 
 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
 (Congregational response after each petition of “Lord, in your mercy:” “Hear our prayer.”) 
 
 
RETURNING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

“To me, church is a place where I feel welcome, no matter what.  It’s where I can always be myself.  I love my 
congregation.  They push me to do my best and teach me good life tasks and more about my religion.”  ~Ryan 

Henry Mitstifer Walton (age 16)~ 
Music Video – “Shepherd” (Amanda Cook) 

 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE             “We Are Called”                      ELW 720 (vs. 1 & Refrain) 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Leader: You have blessed us with every good gift, generous God.  
All: Our hearts overflow with joy and love for the privilege of walking with you and being called 

your own.  Receive these gifts, we pray, as our faithful and grateful response to your gifts of 
grace and mercy in our lives.  Amen. 

 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

Leader: May the Lord anoint your head with oil; may your cup overflow.  May goodness and mercy follow you all 
the days of your life, and may you dwell in the house of the Lord your whole life long. 

All: Amen.  
 
 
SENDING HYMN          “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”                   ELW 543
  
DISMISSAL 
 

Leader:  Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord by loving and serving one another!  
All:   Thanks Be to God! 
 
 



 
 

 
 

Welcome to Good Shepherd Sunday at Grace Lutheran Church. Today we honor our mothers and 
celebrate our graduates! 
 
 

This Week at GRACE 
 

Today:     10:00  am:  Sunday School 
Wed:    6:30  pm:  Worship (Holy Communion) 
Sun:     9:00  am:  Worship (Communion by Intinction) 

 
Attendance 5/5/2019: 146 
 

Last week’s offering total was $2,151.00.  This includes Sunday’s and Wednesday’s offerings, and direct EFT 
through First Savings Bank. Our weekly offering goal is $2,600.00.  We were $449.00 under goal.  Remember -  
to ensure all bills and salaries of the church are paid, we need to meet our weekly goal!!

 
 

Announcements: 
 
A Congregational meeting for Grace Lutheran Church will be held on Sunday, May 19, following 
Worship. Council will be bringing back information that was requested by the Congregation at the 
April 7 meeting, including bids for carpet, ceiling, roof, furnace, and AC. Please plan to attend this 
meeting, as important decisions need to be made. 
 

 
Attention: The fair stand sign-up sheet is now up on the bulletin board. Sign-ups for 
potato salad makers and pie cutters are also up. Please take the time to sign up so you 
can work the shift(s) you prefer. Participation in the Grace Lutheran fair stand is 
encouraged for all church members, including children 3rd grade and up.  

 
 
What: Parker Community VBS “Roar”  
Who:  VBS is open to kids 4 yrs-6th Grade. (Must be 4 by June 1st) 
Date:  Sunday, June 9th – Wednesday, June 12th  
Where: 4 yrs-4th Grade at Grace Lutheran Church 

5th-6th Graders drop off & pick up at Grace Lutheran Church – transportation provided to projects throughout the 
community including to the Presbyterian & Methodist churches    This is a FREE program. Register online or 
contact Madison Avilla to register https://vbspro.events/p/events/parkervbs  
Contact: Madison Avilla at 1-605-261-4089 or madisonavilla77@gmail.com 
 
 
Thank you to everyone who contributed in some way to help send 15 care packages to 
our college students! They were very appreciative to know their church family was 
thinking of them and praying for them as the semester wraps up! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Best wishes to our 2019 
Graduates! 
 

Parker High School Graduates:    
 
Camden Bialas    Dordt College; Engineering, Basketball 
 
Sam Gillespie     undecided 
 
Logan Gusso SD Air National Guard Basic Training, technical & on-the-job                                                                                                                                                                                            

training, then STI for Nursing 
 
Nick Haraldson    undecided 
 
MaKenna Hertel    Mitchell Tech; Business Management 
 
Raelin Jurgens    Wayne State College; Pre-Veterinarian, Basketball 
 
Grace Leberman   USD; undecided 
 
Karley Peters     USD; Nursing, Track 

 

Congratulations also to: 
 

 Hannah Elizabeth Berens, who will be graduating from O’Gorman High School in Sioux Falls. 
She will be attending Black Hills State University this fall; and to Jack Michael Berens, who 
graduated in December 2018 from Indiana University in Bloomington, IN. Hannah and Jack 
are both the grandchildren of Ralph and Merianna Berens. 

 

 Aaron Licht, who graduated on May 4 from USD with a B.A. in Political Science. 
 

 Jayden Hertel, graduated on May 4 from USD with a degree in Business Administration 
Accounting. 
 

 Lindsey Jones, who graduated from University of Minnesota on May 8 with a degree in 
Family Social Sciences. 

 

 Kimberly Schnabel Ryan, who will graduate with a Master of Divinity degree from Luther 
Seminary, St. Paul, MN, on May 19, 2019.  Kimberly is the daughter of Geraldine Schnabel 
and the late LeRoy Schnabel.  Presently, Kimberly is serving as a full-time Pastoral Intern at 
Gustavus Adolphus Lutheran Church, in St Paul, MN. 

 

Thank you to the following people for helping 
with our Worship service this morning: 
ushers Lionel & Kaden Avilla,  reader Shirley 
Oswald, greeters Denny & Lyla Johnson, 
and A/V assistant Chela Bolte. 
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