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Sunday of the Passion/Palm Sunday                                                                               April 14, 2019 

 
The voice of the suffering Savior, Jesus, can be heard in the prophet Isaiah’s words and the pleading of the 

psalm.  We are invited into the agony of our Lord in the extended reading of the story of Jesus’ passion.  In the 
second reading, we who have put on Christ in holy baptism are urged to let the mind of Christ be our own.  Lent 

leads us to this holy moment.  Embrace it. 

 
PRELUDE, VISUAL PRAYERS (Reconnecting with an Unhurried God) AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP VIDEO    “Call to Worship: Palm Sunday” 

 
JESUS’ TRIUMPHAL ENTRY INTO JERUSALEM               Luke 19:28-40   (Pew Bible p. 63 – New Testament) 

 
BLESSING OF THE PALMS 
 

Leader: The people acclaimed Jesus as the Messiah and King with palm branches in their hands, crying 
“Hosanna in the highest.”    

All: O Lord, we pray you bless these branches and make them holy.  May we also, carrying them 
forth from this place and crying out “Hosanna in the Highest” and “Blessed is the one who 
comes in the name of the Lord,” acclaim Jesus as Messiah and King and follow him in the way 
that leads to eternal life.  Amen. 

 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN AND PARADE OF PALMS                        (All are invited to waves their palms) 

       “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”                                                  ELW 344 
 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC             “Light of the World”                  Sunday School Children 
 
 
KID TALK           “The Biggest Jesus Week!”     
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
 
 

 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

Leader: Jesus said, “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give  you 
rest” (Matthew 11:28).  Loving God,    

All: we have sinned against you and one another.  We have sinned in thought, word, and deed – by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone.  In your mercy, forgive what we have 
been, help us to correct what we are, and direct what we shall be – through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
 
PROCLAMATION OF FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: “If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just, and will cleanse us from all unrighteousness”              
    (1 John 1:9).  Hear, then, Christ’s word of grace to each and every one of us: Our sins are forgiven!  
All:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and granted peace.  Thanks Be to God!  
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Leader: Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human heart through the servanthood of Jesus 
Christ.   

All: By your Spirit, keep us in the joyful procession of those who with their tongues confess Jesus 
as Lord and with their lives praise him as Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  

 
 
THE FIRST READING          Isaiah 50:4-9a 
 
THE READING RESPONSE   “Thanks Be to God!” (After each reading) 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM            Psalm 31:9-16 
 
THE SECOND READING         Philippians 2:5-11 
 
 
THE GOSPEL NARRATIVE   Luke 23:1-49 
 
GOSPEL RESPONSES  “Glory to You, O Lord” (After The Gospel is announced) 
    “Praise to You, O Christ” (After The Gospel is read) 

 
~The final Lenten candle will be extinguished at the end of the reading~ 

 
 
MEDITATION/SERMON      “Jesus: The King of Second Chances”                               
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HYMN OF THE DAY         “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross”                                       ELW 335 
(Led by a music video) 

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

Leader: Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus: 
All: We believe in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with 

God as something to be exploited; but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born 
in human likeness.  And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient 
to the point of death – even death on a cross.  Therefore, God also highly exalted him and gave 
him the name that is above every name; so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend – 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth – and every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father (Philippians 2:5-11). 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
 (Congregational response after each petition of “Lord, in your mercy:” “Hear our prayer.”) 
 
 
RETURNING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

“The gospel is a promise.  It is not a threatening law, but a welcoming invitation – Good News – providing 
comfort for the terrified, forgiveness for the sinner and faith for the doubting.”  ~Timothy J. Wengert~ 

Music Video – “Red Letters” (Crowder) 
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE            “Jesus, Remember Me”                  ELW 616 (Sing 3x) 

“Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.   
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Leader: Gracious God, we bring our tithes and offerings to you as cheerful and grateful givers.  
All: You are the giver of every good and perfect gift — of life and of eternal life, of your redeeming 

grace and mercy, of your love which overcomes our fears and weaknesses.  Thank you for 
blessing us with the gift of yourself, incarnate in Jesus Christ our Savior, and for counting us 
worthy to share in his life and ministry.  Use these gifts, we pray, for your purposes and glory.  
Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 
BENEDICTION/DISMISSAL 
 

Leader: The holiest of weeks has begun.  As we leave this place, remember the passion of our Lord Jesus.  
All:   In our hearts, we will remember. 
Leader: Let us remember how Jesus’ Passion and death are replayed over and over again in our own day. 
All:   In our hearts, we will remember. 
Leader: Let us go in the peace and love of our Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 
 

All:   We go in peace and love. 
Leader: In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
All:   Amen. 
 
 
RECESSIONAL HYMN           “Were You There”                        ELW 353 
 

~Please depart in silence~ 

 
 
Good morning! We hold in tension the emotions of this day: the joy of the exuberant crowd welcoming 
Jesus, and the scorn of those so threatened by him as to seek his death. Lord, have mercy. 
 
 

This Week at GRACE 
 

Today:     10:00  am:  Easter Carnival 
Tues:       4:30  pm:  Bread Give-Away @ Courthouse 
      6:30  pm:  Prayer Vigil (Come anytime between 6:30 – 8:30 pm) 
Wed:    6:30  pm:  Stations of the Cross 

7:00  pm:  Choir 
      7:00  pm:  Luther League 
Thurs:       6:30  pm:  Maundy Thursday Worship (Holy Communion) 
Fri:     6:30  pm:  Community Good Friday Service @ United Methodist Church 
Sun:     7:30  pm:  Breakfast (served till 8:30) 

9:00  am:  Worship (Communion by Intinction) 

 
Attendance 4/7/2019: 105 
 

Last week’s offering total was $3,371.00.  This includes Sunday’s and Wednesday’s offerings, Simply Giving, 
and direct EFT through First Savings Bank. We exceeded our weekly offering goal of $2,600 which helps to 
ensure that all of our bills and salaries are paid timely!!

 
 
Thank you to the following people for helping with our Worship service this morning: ushers Robb & Shari 
Jensen, reader Lyla Johnson, and A/V assistant Erin Patten. 

 
 
 

 
All Children are invited to stay following Worship for an Easter Carnival, hosted by 
Grace Lutheran Sunday School and Luther League. There will be a cake walk, egg 
hunt, games, prizes, and more! 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

Announcements: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Let’s shower our college kids with end-of-semester care packages!  Care 
packages will be put together for all of our college students who are away from 
home (have 14 on our list so far) and gearing up for semester exam week. If you 
would like to contribute, please put your donation in the tote in the narthex by April 
20th.  If you want to contribute cash, please give to Marci Leberman. Let’s help 
them finish the semester! 

Suggested items: mint Life savers and/or any hard candy, Carmex or other lip balm, Jif on the go packs, beef 
jerky singles, gum, any snack pack of nuts, Post it notes, highlighters, any snack size candy, cookies, crackers 
or candy bars. 
 
 
Grace Lutheran will be recognizing all graduates in the May newsletter and in the 
May 12 bulletin. This will include all who will be graduating from high school and 
institutes of higher learning. If you or someone you know is graduating from an 
institute of higher learning, please contact the church office by Tuesday, April 23 so 
they can be included.  
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Please join us for Holy Week at Grace Lutheran 
 
Tuesday, April 16       Prayer Vigil           Come anytime between 
                              6:30 – 8:30 pm 
 
Wednesday, April 17     Stations of the Cross       6:30 pm 
 
Thursday, April 18      Maundy Thursday Service     6:30 pm 
              with Holy Communion 
 
Friday, April 19        Community Good Friday Service  6:30 pm 
              at United Methodist Church 
 
Sunday, April 21       Easter Sunday Service       9:00 am 
              (Communion by Intinction) 
              Breakfast served 7:30-8:30 

 

Please join us for Holy Week at Grace Lutheran 
 
Tuesday, April 16       Prayer Vigil           Come anytime between 
                              6:30 – 8:30 pm 
 
Wednesday, April 17     Stations of the Cross       6:30 pm 
 
Thursday, April 18      Maundy Thursday Service     6:30 pm 
              with Holy Communion 
 
Friday, April 19        Community Good Friday Service  6:30 pm 
              at United Methodist Church 
 
Sunday, April 21       Easter Sunday Service       9:00 am 
              (Communion by Intinction) 
              Breakfast served 7:30-8:30 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.graduation-invitations-graduation-party.com/free-graduation-clip-art.html&ei=V4AmVbvTHMiqNvKngMgJ&bvm=bv.90237346,d.b2w&psig=AFQjCNFm6e-GkwoLIsCJKNzVAoDb77ZJSA&ust=1428672976887759
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.graduation-invitations-graduation-party.com/free-graduation-clip-art.html&ei=V4AmVbvTHMiqNvKngMgJ&bvm=bv.90237346,d.b2w&psig=AFQjCNFm6e-GkwoLIsCJKNzVAoDb77ZJSA&ust=1428672976887759

