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Fourth Sunday in Lent                                                                                              March 31, 2019 

 
PRELUDE, VISUAL PRAYERS                     (Reconnecting with an Unhurried God)  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS        (with a few words from Kathy McHenry – Executive Director of Lutheran Planned 
Giving of South Dakota) 

 
LENTEN JOURNEY VIDEO:          “Psalms” 

“Psalm 2” (Luther House of Study) 
(Fourth in a series of five during the Season of Lent) 

 
LENTEN CANDLE LITURGY/CONFESSION 
 

Leader: As we gather as one people on this Fourth Sunday in Lent, may our time of worship here and now be a 
true blessing for us all and restore joy and praise to our lives as we witness to Christ’s 
love.                                                                                     

All: Our Lenten Journey means we come home – home to the embrace of God.  On this Journey, we 

walk from past errors to future possibilities.  We walk from troubling fears to a new hope.  We 

are called to come home, to taste the goodness of God, to hear the love of God, and to feel 

God’s tender grace.  

Leader: We now extinguish the fourth candle.  May our faith strengthen as we ponder God’s promises in 

Scripture.  May we never forget that God is always with us and always guiding us. 
 

~ The fourth candle is extinguished ~ 
 

Leader: (Based on Psalm 32) The psalmist says, “I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not hide my iniquity; I 

said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,’ and you forgave the guilt of my sin.  Therefore, let all 

who are faithful offer prayer to you.”  With repentant hearts, let us faithfully offer our transgressions up 

to God… 

Almighty and merciful God, it is a gift that we can come before you to confess our sins.  You have 

already given us so much, and yet we continue to want more.  

 

 

 

 

 

All: And we want everything to come without struggle.  We get so consumed with our own desires 

that our eyes are blind to people in real need.  Forgive us when we fail to appreciate what we 

have.  Forgive us when we don’t do the work we need to do with care and diligence.  Cleanse us 

of envy, greed and laziness.  Help us see the world with your eyes so we will respond as you 

would — with generous hearts.  Amen. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

PROCLAMATION OF FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: That same psalm begins with these words: “Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose 

sin is covered.”  Friends, be filled with great happiness!  Because in Jesus Christ, our sins have been 

forgiven!  

All:     In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and granted peace.  Thanks Be to God!  
 

OPENING HYMN              “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”                                     Blue Hymnal #621 

(Led by a music video as a time of peaceful prayer…) 
 

 

KYRIE/PRAYER OF THE DAY      “In Silence We Wait”              Spoken Words – Cantor – ALL [6X] 
 

In silence we wait 

In darkness you come to us 

Bring us your light 
 
Leader: God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with your mercy.   
All: By our baptism, clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed us at the table of your love, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 
THE FIRST READING          Joshua 5:9-12 
 
THE READING RESPONSE   “Thanks Be to God!” (After each reading) 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM            Psalm 32 
 
THE SECOND READING         2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
 
 
KID TALK                “Fairly or Lovingly”        
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE    (Please remain standing for The Gospel) 
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THE GOSPEL        Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32        (Pew Bible p. 59 – New Testament) 
 
GOSPEL RESPONSES  “Glory to You, O Lord” (After The Gospel is announced) 
    “Praise to You, O Christ” (After The Gospel is read) 
 

The Gospel Message in Song and Sign  
Theme: “Busy…Reconnecting with an Unhurried God” 

 
#1 “Different” – Micah Tyler 

I wanna be different 
I wanna be changed 
'Til all of me is gone 
And all that remains 

Is a fire so bright 
The whole world can see 

That there’s something different 
So come and be different 

In me 
 

#2 “Resting Place (To the Cross)” – I Am They 
I need no other argument 

I need no other plea 
It is enough that Jesus died 

And that He died for me 
 

#3 “I Will” – Citizen Way 
I will hold you when you’re breaking 

Like a father and a friend 
And I will carry you through darkness 

‘Til we see the sun again 
So rest your head and cry your tears 

Know that I am with you here 
When you can’t lift that weight 
Believe me when I say I will 

 
HYMN OF THE DAY          “When Peace Like a River”                                      ELW 785 
                
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
 

Leader:  Together, let us proclaim our shared faith: 

All:     We are not alone.  We live in God’s world.  We believe in God, who has created and is creating, 

who has come in Jesus to reconcile and to make all things new.  We trust God, who calls us to 

be the church; to love and serve others, to seek justice and to resist evil, to proclaim Jesus, 

crucified, dead and risen; our judge and our hope.  In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is 

with us.  We are not alone.  Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
 (Congregational response after each petition of “Lord, in your mercy:” “Hear our prayer.”) 
 
 
RETURNING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
“Lent is a call to renew a commitment grown dull, perhaps, by a life more marked by routine than by reflection.”  

~Joan Chittister~ 
Music Video – “Prodigal” (Sidewalk Prophets) 

 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE           “Give Thanks” 

Give thanks with a grateful heart; give thanks to the Holy One,  

Give thanks, because he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son. (repeat) 

And now, let the weak say, “I am strong.”  Let the poor say, “I am rich,”  

Because of what the Lord has done for us. (repeat) 

Give thanks. 
  
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Leader:  Generous God, for too long we have squandered your resources.  
All: Forgetting your gracious Spirit, we waste the time, misspend the finances and overrun the 

natural gifts you share.  As we begin to return your bounty, thank you for the privilege of 
learning to value and share your gifts.  Help us to become your true ambassadors, living to 
share your goodness and grace.  Amen. 

 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
 
BENEDICTION/BLESSING 
 

Leader: As we go, the grace of God goes with us.  
All: It is a grace that is never-ending, never-failing and fully covers all our sins.  
Leader: Walk, rest, work, live and breathe in the amazing grace of our beautiful Savior.  Go now, knowing we 

are blanketed in grace. 
All:  Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN          “Go, My Children, with My Blessings”                                         ELW 543 
 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Leader:  Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord by loving and serving one another!  
All:   Thanks Be to God! 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
“If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation” (2 Corinthians 5:17, NRSV). Welcome to new life, and 
welcome to the joy of worship at Grace Lutheran Church! 
 
 

This Week at GRACE 
 

Today:     10:00  am:  Sunday School 
Wed:    5:30  pm:  Lenten Supper (served until 6:15) 

6:30  pm:  Worship (Holy Communion) 
      7:00  pm:  Luther League 
Thurs:     12:00  pm:  Lenten Luncheon @ United Methodist Church 
Sun:     9:00  am:  Worship 
       10:00  am:  Sunday School 
       10:00  am:  Congregational Meeting, followed by Church Council meeting 

 
Attendance 3/24/2019: 116 
 

Last week’s offering total was $2,009.00.  This includes Sunday’s and Wednesday’s offerings, Simply Giving, 
and direct EFT through First Savings Bank. Our weekly offering goal is $2,600.00.  We were $591.00 under 
goal.  Remember -  to ensure all bills and salaries of the church are paid, we need to meet our weekly goal!

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 A Congregational Meeting will be held on Sunday, April 7, immediately following Worship. This 
meeting is to discuss building matters: furnaces, air conditioners, roof, and carpeting. 
Attendance is extremely important, so please plan to attend. 
 

 

 
The April newsletter is in your mailbox. Please take your copy home with you today. Extra copies of the 
newsletter can be found on the shelf in the narthex. If you would like to receive the newsletter and other 
announcements as they come up throughout the week via email, please contact the church office. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please join us for this week’s Lenten activities: 
 

Wednesday, April 3 
5:30 – 6:15 pm:   Supper by our chefs of the week: Steve and Deone Christensen. Hamburgers and 

potato salad are on the menu.   
6:30 pm:   Worship with Holy Communion. This week’s speaker will be Jim White. 
 

Thursday, April 4 
12:00 pm:    Lenten Luncheon at United Methodist Church.   
 
 

Thank you to the following people for 
helping with our Worship service this 
morning: ushers Derik & Stacey Hazen, 
reader Davin Fuller, greeters Harvey, Jane, 
& Donna Hertel and family, and A/V 
assistants Grace & Anna Reiffenberger. 
 


