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Epiphany of Our Lord                                                                          January 6, 2019 

 
PRELUDE, VISUAL PRAYERS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

Leader: God is great and awesome. 
All:    In the light of God’s great gift in Jesus Christ, 
Leader: let us join now together in joyous celebration. 
All:    Our God is a mighty and wondrous God. 
Leader: And in this season of light and hope, we worship and give God praise as we proclaim our shared   
    statement of mission and ministry: 
All: “We believe we are forgiven and saved by faith in Jesus Christ through His death and     

resurrection.  As people of God, through love, we are God’s hands.  We are called to invite and 
welcome everyone into the fellowship of believers.  We worship together, teach His word, pray 
for, encourage and uplift each other.  We witness to His love and forgiveness to our 
congregation, community and world.”  (Written by members from Grace Lutheran) 

 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

Leader: God of unity and peace, you know that we talk much about peace, but at the same time make much 
trouble for ourselves and for each other. 

All: We quarrel — at home, at work, and as the church. 
Leader: We let loyalties to things and ideas surpass our loyalty to Jesus Christ. 
All: We think worldly wisdom sometimes looks better than the truth shown us by your Word. 
Leader: We hide from the cross, thinking ourselves too good or grand for such humiliation.  Forgive us in your 

mercy. 
All: Embrace us with your reconciliation.  Fill us with a purposeful light that shines forth into all the 

world.  In the name of Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 
 
PROCLAMATION OF FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader: Forgiven in Christ and illumined by your Spirit, O God,  
All:   may we rise to the radiance of Christ’s glory.  Amen.  
 

 
 
OPENING HYMN        “We Three Kings of Orient Are”               Blue Hymnal #206 
 
KYRIE                   “Peace, Be Still”                Spoken Words – Cantor – ALL [5x] 
 

Peace, be still. 
Peace, be still. 

The storm rages. 
Peace, be still. 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Leader: O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star.  
All: Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision 

of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.  

 
 
THE FIRST READING           Isaiah 60:1-6 
 
THE READING RESPONSE   “Thanks Be to God!” (After each reading) 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM          Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14 
 
THE SECOND READING           Ephesians 3:1-12 
 
 
KID TALK       “Star Talk”          
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE (Please remain standing for The Gospel) 
 
 
THE GOSPEL        Matthew 2:1-12                  (Pew Bible p. 1 – New Testament) 
 
GOSPEL RESPONSES  “Glory to You, O Lord” (After The Gospel is announced) 
    “Praise to You, O Christ” (After The Gospel is read) 
 
 
SERMON           “Arise, Shine; for Your Light Has Come!” 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY             “The First Noel”                                            ELW 300 
 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED                                  pg 127 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
 (Congregational response after each petition of “Lord, in your mercy:” “Hear our prayer.”) 
 
 
RETURNING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
“Give, and you will receive.  Your gift will return to you in full – pressed down, shaken together to make room for 

more, running over, and poured into your lap.  The amount you give will determine the amount you get back.”  
~Luke 6:38 (NLT)~ 

Music Video – “All Is Well” (Jordan Smith) 
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE        “Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful”                      ELW 182 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Leader: Loving God, may our gifts this day be a sign, as were the gifts to Jesus by the ancient travelers, of the 
offering of ourselves and our substance to the Christ.  

All: Use them to cause righteousness to flourish and peace to abound, for we pray in the name of 
the One who is the perfect light.  Amen. 

 
 
COMMUNION PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT (Special Music played during Holy Communion) 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

Leader: Go forth as a light to all the world.  Go following the light of the great star of Jesus’ birth.  
All: May we go proclaiming hope, serving the needy, bringing peace to those at war, proclaiming joy 

to those who sorrow, and living in the light of God’s Good News.  Amen. 
 

~The Sending Blessing for our Haiti Mission Team.  They will be in Haiti January 11-18~ 

 
Mission Team Members: Julie Anderson, Bill & Joan Aeschlimann,  

Luke & Carmen (Rayburn) Pulscher, Lonna & MaKenna Hertel, Pastor Don Reiffenberger,  
Vitaliy & Inna Netesov, Dave Hansen (Helping Hands for Haiti)  

 
Leader:  There are different gifts, but the same Spirit that gives them.  There are different ways of serving God, 

but the same Lord is served.  Each one of us is given gifts by the Spirit to use for the common good.  
Together we are the body of Christ, and individually we are members of that body. 
[To congregation] Family and friends, I present to you those who will represent our congregation in this 
mission project in Haiti. 
[To Mission Team] Mission team, I present to you the people who will support you as you go out.  They 
believe your mission is important. 
 

In Matthew’s gospel, Jesus tells us to go and make disciples.  In the gospel of Mark, Jesus calls us to 
go and tell the good news to everyone, everywhere.  In the gospel of Luke, Jesus promises to send 
the Holy Spirit to be with us.  And in the gospel of John, Jesus says, “As the Father has sent me, I am 
sending you.” 
What is a mission?  It is sending forth people somewhere to serve.  God sends people on a mission. 
What is a commission?  It is granting authority, allowing us to act on behalf of another.  God 
commissions people to go and do God’s work. 
[To Mission Team] Do you recognize your mission of being sent forth by God to a specific 
service? 

Mission Team: We do. 
Leader:  Do you accept your assignment as a commission from God to go and act on God’s behalf?   

And do you accept the responsibility of representing this congregation in doing the work of our 
Lord in Haiti? 

Mission Team: We do. 
Leader:     Will you work to demonstrate Christ’s teachings by loving one another and by translating  

Christ’s message with excitement and care, turning strangers into friends and friends into  
brothers and sisters? 

Mission Team: We will. 
Leader:     Do you commit yourselves to serving faithfully on this trip in ways that bring honor and  

glory to God?  Will you serve with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love, treasuring 
your experiences as opportunities to learn and to grow? 

Mission Team: We will, and we wholeheartedly accept this mission from God. 
Congregation:  Go into the world. 
Mission Team:  We’ll take the love and support of our church. 
Congregation:  Go into the world. 
Mission Team:  We’ll take off the blinders that shield our eyes from real-world struggles. 
Congregation:  Go into the world. 
Mission Team:  We’ll do what Jesus has called us to do. 
Congregation:  Go into the world. 
Mission Team:  We’re servants of God. 
Congregation:  Go into the world. 
Mission Team:  We’ll need your prayers. 
Congregation:  Go into the world. 
Leader:     Let us pray: Guiding and loving God, empower these people to be your hands and feet.  

Help them to glorify you by serving others.  Send them to Haiti to feed the hungry,  
shelter the homeless, and make lasting friendships for a lifetime.  

Congregation: By their actions and words, make them witnesses of your great love and your  
passion for your people.  Protect them, teach them, and support them as  
they take this next step in their own journey to becoming the people you want them to 
be.  Fill them with the Holy Spirit, and enable them to do their tasks faithfully and 
joyfully.  Bring them safely home and then let their experience further enrich us, so that 
we too will glorify you by serving our community in the love of Christ.   

All:       Amen. 
 

~The Haiti Mission Team may be seated~ 

 



 
 

 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

Leader:  Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord by loving and serving one another!  
All:   Thanks Be to God! 

 
 
 
Happy New Year! And a blessed Epiphany Sunday and season! We have come to worship the King, just 
as the wise men did so long ago. Welcome. 
 
As we celebrate Holy Communion this morning, we invite all baptized Christians who seek forgiveness 
and who believe in Christ’s real presence in the Sacrament to join us at the altar. *** If you want Pastor 
Don to come to you with Communion, please let an usher know.*** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Week at GRACE 
 

Today:      10:00  am:  Sunday School 
   10:00  am:  Youth Gathering informational meeting 

 1:00  pm:  Pre-Confirmation/Confirmation retreat 
Tues:    8:00  am:  ANNUAL REPORT MATERIALS DUE 
Wed:    4:00  pm:  Pre-Confimation 

5:00  pm:  Confirmation 
6:30  pm:  Worship (Holy Communion)  

      7:00  pm:  Choir 
      7:00  pm:  Luther League 
Sun:     9:00  am:  Worship  
       10:00  am:  Sunday School 

 
Thank you to the following people for helping with our Worship service this morning: ushers Lionel & Shannon 
Avilla, reader Julie Anderson, greeters Ryan & Erica Felsheim and family, Communion Assistants Stacey & Jake 
Hazen,  and A/V assistant Lexi Even. 

 
 
 

 

 
Attendance 12/30/2018: 56 
 

Last week’s offering total was $1,937.00.  This includes Sunday’s and Wednesday’s offerings, Simply Giving, 
and direct EFT through First Savings Bank.  Our weekly offering goal is $2,400.00.  We were $463.00 under 
goal.  Remember -  to ensure all bills and salaries of the church are paid, we need to meet our weekly goal!

 
 

Announcements: 
 

 
There will be an informational meeting today following Worship for anyone 
interested in attending the 2021 Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, MN. No 
commitments will need to be made at that time – the meeting is strictly 
informational. The 2021 National Youth Gathering is open to all youth who are 
currently in grades 6-10.   If you have questions, please see Stacie Becker.  
 

 
 
A reminder that the Pre-Confirmation/Confirmation retreat will be held today from 1:00-
4:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall. The retreat is for all Pre-Confirmation/Confirmation 
students in grades 5-8. All Pre-Confirmation and Confirmation students  
are asked to please bring a snack to share with the group. First Communion for 5th 
graders and Faith Statements, stoles, and gowns for Confirmation Sunday will be 
discussed. ATTENDANCE IS VERY IMPORTANT!!! 
 

 
 
The Parker Volunteer Fire Department will be hosting a pancake feed on Sunday, 
January 13 from 7:30 – 1:00 pm at the community building. A freewill donation 
will be taken. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mark your calendars for Grace’s Annual Meeting, which is scheduled 
for January 20. All annual report materials are due January 8. If you 
have any items for the Annual Meeting agenda, please submit them 
to the church office by January 8 as well. Thank you! 
 

 

 

Please join us for coffee and fellowship 

following the service. 



 
 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Grace Lutheran Church welcomes the VanRavenswaay family – Trent, Kortnei, and Lane! 
 

Trent is deputy for the Turner County Sheriff’s office. 
 

Kortnei is a nurse for Sanford Clinic at 26th and Sycamore in Sioux Falls. 
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The VanRavenswaay Family 

 
 

The Schaeffer Family 

 
 

 

Grace Lutheran Church welcomes Brad, Tanya, 
Hannah, and Hadley Schaeffer! 
 
Brad works at Scheels and Tanya work as a NP in 
Marion/Freeman. They enjoy camping and fishing. 
Tanya like to do crafts and painting. Brad enjoys 
hunting and Tanya is working on getting back into 
it!  
 
Hannah is in 5th grade and enjoys sports, crafts, 
and music. Hadley is in 1st grade and enjoys crafts 
and animals. They both also enjoy being outdoors -
camping and fishing as a family.  
 

***If YOU would like to become a member of Grace Lutheran Church, please contact 
graceluth@iw.net or call 297-4417. 
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