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Second Sunday after Epiphany                                                                      January 20, 2019 

 
PRELUDE, VISUAL PRAYERS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

Leader: No matter how far we wander from you, O God, 
All:    your steadfast love finds us. 
Leader: No matter how unjust the world seems to us, O God, 
All:    your steadfast righteousness sustains us. 
Leader: No matter how vulnerable our lives seem to us, O God, 
All:    your steadfast presence gives us hope. 
Leader: No matter how unloved and uncared for we feel, O God, 
All:    you hear our cries and answer our prayers. 
Leader: Lord of life and love, we offer our praises and thanks and come together as we proclaim our shared 

mission: 
All:     “We believe we are forgiven and saved by faith in Jesus Christ through His death and 

resurrection.  As people of God, through love, we are God’s hands.  We are called to invite and 
welcome everyone into the fellowship of believers.  We worship together, teach His word, pray 
for, encourage and uplift each other.  We witness to His love and forgiveness to our 
congregation, community and world.”  (Written by members from Grace Lutheran) 

 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
 

Leader: Living in a world where we expect everything to be explained, we often forget that divine actions 
shatter our expectations and defy our explanations.  Let us come before God, confessing our need to 
predict and understand, that we might experience God’s miracles… 

Savior Jesus, you have come among us working wonders and signs of God’s miraculous abundance.  

Yet when you change the ordinary waters of our own lives into the finest of wines, our tendencies to 

rationalize and explain show our failure to understand you. 

All:   Forgive us when we try to shape signs of your life among us to fit our own categories. 

Leader: You challenge our assumptions about how the world is ordered, about what we can control, about 

what is rationally possible, about who you are and how we know you. 

 

 

 

 

All:  Forgive us when our imaginations are too limited, our concepts too defined or our vision too 

small.  Lord Christ, open our hearts and minds to experience the marvelous, in the everyday 

rising of the sun or the birthing of new life.  Reveal to us your miracles of transformation and 

abundance as signs of your overflowing grace at work around us and within us.  In your name, 

we pray.  Amen.     

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
  
PROCLAMATION OF FORGIVENESS 
 

Leader:  Friends, “God does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities.  For 

as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; as 

far as the east is from the west, so far he removes our transgressions from us.” 

All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!  Thanks Be to God!  
 

 

OPENING HYMN                  “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”                                 Blue Hymnal #621 
(Led by a music video as a time of peaceful prayer…) 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Leader: Lord God, source of every blessing, you showed forth your glory and led many to faith by the works of 
your Son, who brought gladness and salvation to his people. 

All: Transform us by the Spirit of his love, that we may find our life together in him, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
 
THE FIRST READING          Isaiah 62:1-5 
 
THE READING RESPONSE   “Thanks Be to God!” (After each reading) 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALM            Psalm 36:5-10 
 
THE SECOND READING        1 Corinthians 12:1-11 
 
 
KID TALK             “Jesus’ First Miracle”                 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE (Please remain standing for The Gospel) 
 
 
THE GOSPEL   John 2:1-11                      (Pew Bible p. 187 – New Testament) 
 
GOSPEL RESPONSES  “Glory to You, O Lord” (After The Gospel is announced) 
    “Praise to You, O Christ” (After The Gospel is read) 
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SERMON               “Timing Is Everything!”                               
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY          “Will You Come and Follow Me”                              ELW 798 
                                  
 
APOSTLES’ CREED                                        pg 127 
  
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
 (Congregational response after each petition of “Lord, in your mercy:” “Hear our prayer.”) 
 
 
RETURNING OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

“My most meaningful Christmas gift that I ever received was a half dozen potatoes.  Back in 1995, our family 
was going through some tough times.  My 8-year-old grandson told me that he knew I liked potatoes, so he gave 

me some.  It was the most precious gift I ever got because it was from his heart.”   
~Leone Thorne~ 

Music Video – “God’s Great Dance Floor” (Chris Tomlin) 
 
OFFERTORY RESPONSE         “Give Thanks” 

Give thanks with a grateful heart; give thanks to the Holy One,  

Give thanks, because he’s given Jesus Christ, his Son. (repeat) 

And now, let the weak say, “I am strong.”  Let the poor say, “I am rich,”  

Because of what the Lord has done for us. (repeat) 

Give thanks. 
  
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

Leader: Accept these gifts we humbly offer, gracious God. 
All: Use them, and use us, to reach into places where your mystery remains hidden, where your 

goodness is not yet known.  Make us good stewards of your word.  Make us responsible heirs 
of your promises, in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 

 

 

COMMUNION PRAYER & WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT BY INTINCTION (Special Music played during Communion) 
 
 
BENEDICTION 
 

Leader: Jesus transformed humble water into wine.  He can transform us, too.  
All: Jesus, remake us until we, too, brim over with the joy of your Presence.  Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Leader:  Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord by loving and serving one another!  
All:   Thanks Be to God! 
 

*****ANNUAL MEETING CONVENES***** 

 
 
Welcome to Grace Lutheran Church! Jesus often gathered for worship with his disciples and others. 
Following his example, we gather now to grow in God and glorify his name. As we celebrate Holy 
Communion by Intinction this morning, we invite all baptized Christians who seek forgiveness and who 
believe in Christ’s real presence in the Sacrament to join us at the altar. *** If you want Pastor Don to 
come to you with Communion, please let an usher know.*** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

This Week at GRACE 
 

Today:     10:00  am:  Brunch, followed by Annual Meeting & Church Council mtg – NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Wed:    4:00  pm:  Pre-Confirmation 

5:00  pm:  Confirmation 
6:30  pm:  WORSHIP (Holy Communion) 

      7:00  pm:  Choir 
      7:00  pm:  Luther League 
Sun:     9:00  am:  Worship 
       10:00  am:  Sunday School 
       10:00  am:  Bible Study 

 
Attendance 1/13/2019: 95 
 

Last week’s offering total was $2119.00.  This includes Sunday’s and Wednesday’s offerings, Simply Giving, and 
direct EFT through First Savings Bank. Our weekly offering goal is $2,400.00.  We were $281.00 under 
goal.  Remember -  to ensure all bills and salaries of the church are paid, we need to meet our weekly goal!

 
 

Announcement: 
 
Please submit all February newsletter articles to the church office by this Tuesday, January 22. Thank you! 

 
 
 

Please stay for our Annual Meeting after Worship. Brunch will be 

served after the service with donations going to the Youth 

Gathering Group, then the annual meeting will begin.  
 

 

*** Reminder: NO SUNDAY SCHOOL THIS MORNING.*** 
 

Thank you to the following people for helping 
with our Worship service this morning: ushers 
Tyronne & Emily Bialas, reader Donavan 
DeBoer, Communion Assistants Byron & 
Robin Nogelmeier and Judie Nelson, greeters 
Dave Fuller & family, and A/V assistant Chela 

Bolte. 
 


