
 
 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

P.O. Box 667    Parker, SD 57053 
605.297.4417 

graceluth@iw.net       www.gracelutheranparker.com 

 

Nov. Worship:  
 

Sunday mornings: 
9:00 am 

 
Wednesday evenings: 

6:30 pm 
 

 
Sunday School: 

10:00 am 
(No SS Nov. 25) 

 

 

    

 

 

The Newsletter of Grace Lutheran Church                                           November 2018 

 

for the     
Moment 

Advent Season 2018 at  

Grace Lutheran 
 

The First Sunday of Advent is December 2.  However, we are beginning our 

Mid-Week Advent Worship Series on Wednesday, November 28, and end on 

Wednesday, December 19.  The Message on those four Wednesdays will be a 

video from the all-new series, “The Christmas Dilemma.”  There is a fifth video 

as well, and that will be shared on the last Sunday of Advent (December 23).  

 

“Nobody expected the arrival of a  

baby to shake up their lives.  But  

when that baby is Jesus, plans are  

rearranged, beliefs are challenged,  

and ordinary people find their lives  

forever changed.” 

 

This new series from Skit Guys Studios brings these Biblical figures to life as 

they share their dilemmas surrounding the birth of the Savior.  There will be five 

captivating monologues (different from last Advent) from Joseph, the Wise 

Man, Mary, the Innkeeper, and the Shepherd.  All are used to show us that 

when Jesus enters the picture, our plans can get turned upside down (or right-

side-up), but his plan leads to joy, hope, and salvation. 

Join us for our Mid-Week Advent Worship 2018 Services! 
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This is “Joyful Generosity” – Part Two.  More families have shared the ways they used the $100 given during Kid Talk on 

Rally Sunday.  Enjoy! 

• The $100 was matched, and $200 was given to the Rainbow House in Omaha – a place for families to stay when their 

children are in the hospital.  The Rainbow House provides lodging and meals for families in their time of greatest need.  

“Families are simply not able to handle the stress of having their children in the hospital without having such a nice 

temporary home.” 

• The money was given to a family member dealing with health issues and financial struggles.  “My heart just melted 

knowing that I was giving the money to my dad to help him out in a hard time, and he did even better and used that 

money to help someone else.” 

• “My family and I decided to give our Joyful Generosity money to a family my mom knows.  The mom of the family 

was recently diagnosed with cancer.  She cannot work for this year, because of treatment.” 

• One family used all of the money to purchase hats and mittens/gloves to be distributed at the October Food Give-Away 

held at the courthouse in Parker. 

• The $100 was matched, and $200 was given to the Sioux Falls Humane Society. 

• “We have decided to give it to a coworker’s family.  He was recently diagnosed with lymphoma.  They already have a 

special-needs son, so I know they can use the help.  Instead of giving them money, we’ve decided to buy food, cook 

meals out of that food, then freeze it and bring it over to them.” 

• One family will double the money given and will purchase “Angel Tree” Christmas gifts. 

• The $100+ was used to provide a home-cooked meal for the Parker firefighters as a “Thank you” for all they do for this 

community.  “It was a fun surprise!” 

• The $100 was used for fun care packages for the aides at Parker School that work one-on-one with special-needs 

children.  They were delivered anonymously. 

• “What a joy it has been to be able to give to numerous charities.  I have a bigger heart than budget when it comes to 

charity.  I wish I could give to every cause, but we usually pick the ones through school and church or that mean the 

most to us.  The $100 that was given to us at Rally Sunday gave us the freedom to give to more groups.  We decided to 

spread it around and give a little to many – rather than all to one.  We gave the money in the following ways: $20 to a 

custodian at the Denny who was so cheerful even though she had to have her kids at a daycare that night so she could 

work.  $20 to Children’s Miracle Network.  $5 for Almost Home Rescue raffle tickets (we recently put down our 14-

year-old dog, and so when the group had a meet and greet we didn’t hesitate to donate.  $20 to Corine’s Court – 

Montrose (for sport courts the kids can use all year round).  $15 United Way raffle tickets.  $20 to Life 96.5 Fall Share 

Drive (I love this radio station, the music, the message and more.  I can’t wait to be in a position where I can give 

more.)” 

• Two families gave $50 each to the Haiti Mission Team leaving for Haiti in January. 

• “The money helped purchase grocery gift cards for the kids to give to families they see shopping in the store.” 

• One family plans to use the money to purchase trees to plant in Grace Lutheran’s lawn.  Many of Grace’s trees are Ash 

trees. 

This project has made it abundantly clear that joy – pure joy – comes from helping others!  Together, we made a HUGE 

impact in our community – in our world!  May “Joyful Generosity” simply be a part of our everyday lives.  Blessings to 

you and your family! 

**Continue to Shine!!  (Daniel 12:3) 

-Pastor Don 

 

 



 
 

 
  

 
 

Hello fall or whatever season it feels like to you. I get 
confused by the weather. Whatever the weather the 
calendar marches on. 
 
November and December bring us great opportunities to 
share... 
 
If you are new and wonder about Christmas tree in entry 
or forget this is MilksCamp time .  For years now Grace has 
taken on the project to help that area Native American 
children stay warm.  MilksCamp mitten tree is up! It is that 
time of year when we select a mitten off the tree with a 
boy or girl designated on it and age and we buy cap and 
mittens for that child. Please do not wrap them. We also 
collect old cell phones. Please buy and return by the 
Sunday after Thanksgiving. If you can’t or don’t want to 
shop money can be given to the office or Geraldine 
Schnabel and shopping will be done for you. Thank you 
from the children. 
 
Depending on when you pick up your newsletter 
November 4 is or was a fundraiser for Haiti mission trip. 
Exciting for us to support our members going. 
 
Christmas always is on the heels of Thanksgiving and the 
tree at Jones Food Store reminds us not everyone can 
afford gifts for their children for Christmas. We can help. 
 
Sewing for Haiti was done early but will be in January and 
February again. 
 
Why should we participate in the above opportunities? 
Because we are grateful!! We are thankful to the Lord for 
our very salvation and for being with us always. We are 
thankful that at this time we are not in need. (if you are let 
Pastor know and we will help as we can). 
 
Faith in Action is blessed by your money so feel free to 
present needs or opportunities... 
 
Thanksgiving is just that ...thanks giving not Thanks getting, 
Blessings to you and yours. 
 

 

 

 
 

On Sunday, November 11th, 

the Grace Lutheran Choir 

would like to honor and recognize 

our veterans. 

Please join us for worship 

for this special musical tribute. 
 

Happening at Grace 

Meals Packed for Haiti 
 

 
 
On Sunday, September 30, Grace Lutheran teamed up with 
Emmanuel Presbyterian Church in Marion to package 
meals for Haiti through Mercy Meals. Grace Lutheran, 
along with a few friends, packaged over 11,000 meals 
during their 2-hour shift! Thank you to everyone who 
participated! 
 



  

 

 
 

October fishbowl is for Judie Nelson and November will 

be for Luther League for their "For the Love of Lent" 

projects. They are going to be doing a series of service 

projects during Lent to benefit those in our community.  

 

Youth News 

 
 
On Wednesday, October 24, Luther League, along with St. Christina’s youth group, hosted a Halloween 
carnival/trunk-or-treat for area children. All photos are from this event. Luther League’s next event is October 
31, when they will participate in a progressive Halloween supper. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
  Church Council Minutes  

September 19, 2018 
 
Present:  Chela, Dawn, Byron, Eric, Shannon, Rob, Pastor Don 
 
Byron called the meeting to order 
 
Approved the amended agenda. MSP  
 
Approved the Secretary’s Report (excluding the deacon/trustee report as the details were added to the 
report in error from a previous meeting). MSP  
 
Approved the Treasurer’s report. MSP  
 
Trustee Report – Trees have been trimmed 
 
Deacon Report – No new news 
 
Board of Education Report – the W4J program has been cancelled due to lack of interest and leaders. 26 
children attended rally Sunday. We currently have 30 youth in Luther League. 
 
Wednesday, September 19, 2018 – Pastor’s Report (Pastor Don Reiffenberger) 

*I had 75 visits since July 18 [last Council Meeting] (most with Holy Communion). 

We are planning a Movie/Dessert Night here at Grace this Sunday – September 23.  The movie will be, “Paul, 

Apostle of Christ.”  It was in movie theaters this past Easter.  The movie will begin at 6:00 in the Sanctuary.  It 

lasts 1 hour, 48 minutes.  We’ll meet for about 30 minutes in the FH for dessert and conversation right after 

the movie. 

 

There will be no W4J – Wednesdays for Jesus – Bible classes for K-4th grade due to lack of interest. 

 

Pre-Confirmation and Confirmation classes began on Wednesday, September 12.  We have seventeen 5th & 

6th graders and fifteen 7th and 8th graders = 32 total students. 

 

“Pie and Ice Cream with the Bishop” was on Monday, September 10, at Gloria Dei Lutheran in Sioux Falls.  

The topic was stewardship.  Kathy McHenry is the Executive Director of Lutheran Planned Giving of South 

Dakota.  She is willing to have an informational meeting some evening for anybody from Grace who is 

interested in more information.  It would take 45-60 minutes. 

 

Joyful Generosity was the Kid Talk on Rally Sunday – September 9.  32 families were given $100 to use in 

whatever way God places on their hearts.  A handful of folks donated $3200 for this project.  Families have 30 

days to decide how to use the money.  Several families have already shared how they used it.  All ideas will be 

shared with the congregation (anonymously). 

 

**We have many new individuals and families who are part of our faith community since we last ordered 

T-shirts.  It is time to re-order new T-shirts for anybody interested in purchasing one. 

 



 
  

…Church Council minutes 

Pastor’s Report con’t 

 

 

Events that took place… 

*The Alumni Banquet was on Saturday, August 11.  We had a crew of kids and adults planning to attend the 

2021 National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis who helped serve. 

*68 Parker School Staff “Appreciation Gift Bags” were made and delivered on Monday, August 20.  Parker 

Ministerial funded this project. 

 
 

*A choir meeting was held on Wednesday, August 22. 

 

*The Parent/Student Pre-Confirmation/Confirmation Meeting was held on Wednesday, August 29. 

*The funeral for Pastor Richard Foster – interim pastor at Grace from May-August 2011 – was on Friday, 

September 14, at East Side Lutheran Church in Sioux Falls.  He was 77. 

 
Continuing Business: 
The new church website is almost finished. Pastor and Emily will be trained initially. The old website will be 
discontinued 09/30/2018. 
 
New Business: 
Options for better drainage and circulation in the front entryway are being reviewed. 
 
The next Youth Gathering in Minneapolis has a few leaders/chaperones from Grace but more are welcome to 
join. The first fundraiser was the Alumni Banquet. 
 
We will be adding Pastor Don to the debit card for the church account to use for church related expenses. 
 
Adjourn the meeting MSP  
 
Next meeting is set for 10/17/2018 at 7:30 
 



 
 

 

 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH TREASURER'S REPORT 10/15/2018  
    
INCOME: Current Year To Date  
101 General Offering $1,090.00  $9,686.81   
102 Envelope Offering $7,457.00  $75,727.81   
103 Quarterly Offering $901.31  $9,611.31   
104 Lenten Offering $0.00  $2,662.60   
109 Camper Savings $0.00  $1,905.00   
121 Transfer from Audio Visual $2,175.56  $2,463.11   
123 Endowment $0.00  $226.53   
202 Use of Building $0.00  $0.00   
203 Misc. Income $0.00  $1,417.26   
204 Augie/USF PACT $0.00  $0.00   
205 Thrivent  $0.00  $1,034.00   
208 Amazon Smile $0.00  $21.94   
219 Transfer from Building Fund $0.00  $3,225.46   
222 Transfer from Memorial Fund $0.00  $0.00   
TOTAL INCOME: $11,623.87  $107,981.83   

    
SUMMARY GENERAL CHECKING:  -  
Beginning Balance $3,374.86    
Total Income $107,981.83    
Total Expenses $107,684.76    
Ending Balance $3,671.93    

    
Monthly Summary Offering Total Misc Income Monthly Expenses 

January $11,010.00  $1,354.53  $8,706.64  

February $7,802.00  $2,342.58  $12,159.75  

March $9,291.00  $4,767.00  $11,254.61  

April $8,917.00  $1,017.55  $10,038.58  

May $8,886.00  $1,437.22  $11,490.83  

June $8,671.00  $4,368.46  $13,946.75  

July $6,830.00  $1,037.00  $9,160.36  

August $9,081.62  $770.00  $8,441.37  

September $10,807.00  $3,076.00  $12,561.69  

October $4,119.00  $2,396.87  $9,924.18  

November    
December    
Total Monthly Offering $85,414.62  $22,567.21  $107,684.76  

     
SAVINGS ACCOUNT BALANCES:    
Campers Savings $2,639.35    
Building Fund Savings  $2,533.06    
Audio Visual Savings $1,190.70    

    
OTHER ACCOUNT BALANCES:    
River's Edge Bank CD $37,144.17    
First Savings Bank Money Market $3,409.60    

    
River's Edge Bank Loan/Audio Visual $6,584 as of October 15, 2018 - Next payment due 1/1/2020 

    
Dawn Duerksen, Treasurer    

 



 

EXPENSES: SALARIES/BENEFITS Current Year-to-Date Proposed Budget 

301 Pastor Base Salary $3,766.67  $37,666.70  $45,200.00  

302 Pastor Housing Allowance $1,000.00  $10,000.00  $12,000.00  

303 Pastor Pension/Retirement $291.96  $2,627.64  $3,600.00  

305 Pastor Car Allowance $487.50  $4,875.00  $5,850.00  

307 Pastor Insurance - Health & Benefits $106.17  $955.55  $1,500.00  

308 Pastor Continuing Education $0.00  $159.25  $750.00  

320 Custodian $0.00  $3,612.04  $7,000.00  

321 Organist $0.00  $498.68  $1,560.00  

322 Secretary $169.00  $3,509.95  $6,500.00  

325 Sub Pastor $0.00  $0.00  $1,000.00  

326 FICA Expenses $339.51  $1,248.39  $2,000.00  
TOTAL EXPENSES-
SALARIES/BENEFITS: $6,160.81  $65,153.20  $86,960.00  

    
EXPENSES: BUILDING & GROUNDS Current Year-to-Date Proposed Budget 

401 Snow Removal $0.00  $2,194.40  $2,000.00  

402B Natural Gas $0.00  $1,935.98  $3,500.00  

405 Electricity and Water $294.40  $3,372.47  $3,750.00  

407 Insurance $0.00  $4,815.99  $6,000.00  

408 Misc. Bldg. & Grnd. Exp. $394.28  $7,277.59  $7,500.00  

409 Piano Tuning $0.00  $0.00  $250.00  

409A Organ Maintenance $0.00  $0.00  $200.00  

413 State Farm - Workmen's Comp. $0.00  $612.69  $900.00  

414 Audio Visual Loan Payments $2,175.56  $2,175.56  $2,000.00  

415 Audio Visual Expenses $0.00  $287.55  $0.00  

420 Transfer to Correct Account $0.00  $218.00  $0.00  
TOTAL EXPENSES-BUILDING & 
GROUNDS: $2,864.24  $22,890.23  $26,100.00  

    
EXPENSES: CHURCH PROGRAMS Current Year-to-Date  Proposed Budget 

502 Bible Camp Sponsorships $0.00  $2,131.53  $1,000.00  

503 Offering Envelopes $0.00  $0.00  $350.00  

504 Confirmation Expense  $0.00  $551.44  $900.00  

506 Synod Assembly $0.00  $420.00  $750.00  

507 Books and Materials $0.00  $0.00  $100.00  

508 Misc. Program Expense $19.14  $2,109.43  $3,000.00  

512 Bank Service Charges $60.21  $939.09  $950.00  

517 Bibles for 3rd Graders $79.82  $79.82  $200.00  

519 Postage $0.00  $239.51  $350.00  

526 High School Graduate Gifts $0.00  $0.00  $250.00  
TOTAL EXPENSES-CHURCH 
PROGRAMS: $159.17  $6,470.82  $7,850.00  

    
EXPENSES: MISSIONS/BENEVOLENCES Current Year-to-Date  Proposed Budget 

602 Augustana/USF PACT $0.00  $0.00  $2,000.00  

603 ELCA Benevolence $1,104.70  $8,343.60  $8,000.00  

604 Shetek Bible Camp $0.00  $0.00  $600.00  

605 Crossroads Conference Dues $0.00  $28.20  $300.00  

614 Emergency Cash Fund $0.00  $0.00  $200.00  

TOTAL EXPENSES-MISSONS: $1,104.70  $8,371.80  $11,100.00  

    
EXPENSES:  OFFICE Current Year-to-Date Proposed Budget 

701 Copier Lease $190.12  $1,754.17  $2,400.00  

702 Bulletins and Inserts $0.00  $1,447.28  $1,500.00  

703 Church Office Telephone $96.35  $971.80  $1,200.00  

704 Office Supplies $0.00  $625.46  $750.00  

TOTAL EXPENSES - OFFICE: $286.47  $4,798.71  $5,850.00  

    
GRAND TOTAL EXPENSES: $10,575.39  $107,684.76  $137,860.00  

 


