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Grace Lutheran Church Has a New Website
When Grace Lutheran received notification last spring from its former webhost, Wikispaces,
that they were discontinuing their services effective September 30, Parker High School senior
Camden Bialas offered to create a new website for the church for his senior project. For the
last 4 months, Camden has been creating Grace Lutheran’s new website, which is now up and
running.

October Worship:
Sunday mornings:
9:00 am
Wednesday evenings:
6:30 pm

Sunday School:
10:00 am

A requirement for senior projects is to choose a mentor to assist
with the project. Camden chose Bill Reynolds, Director of
Communications from Our Saviors Lutheran to mentor his project.
Bill is very familiar with WordPress, the web host Camden chose
use, as Our Savior’s Lutheran also uses WordPress as their web
host.
The goal for the new website was to make general information easy
to access on the home page and streamline the site to become
more user friendly.
New features on the new website:
Camden Bialas with his
• Worship times, announcements, and weekly events are mentor, Bill Reynolds, from
Our Saviors Lutheran Church,
now easy to find on the home page.
Sioux Falls.
• Weekly bulletins can now be accessed on the website.
• Events calendar that’s updated as events are added.
• Submit your prayer requests to Pastor Don right from the home page.
• …and much more!
Please check it out at www.gracelutheranparker.com .

P.O. Box 667 Parker, SD 57053
605.297.4417
graceluth@iw.net
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On September 9, 2018 – Rally Sunday – 32 envelopes containing $100 each (along with a letter) were distributed
during the Kid Talk to families at Grace. We are calling the project, “Joyful Generosity.” A handful of people from
Grace donated the funds, because they not only wanted to experience the joy of giving, but they wanted other
families to experience that joy as well. Here are just some of the results (much more to come)…
• One recipient wrote: “I have always been a believer of the saying, ‘God will never give you more than you
can handle,” and “Everything happens for a reason!’ This past year, I’ve had to remind myself of that with
the roller coaster rides my family and I have been on. There aren’t words to describe how I felt that Sunday
when we received the $100, besides my heart dropping and tears welling up in my eyes, anxious, and the
feeling of knowing we will be OK. With this month being tight with bills, I couldn’t help but feel that God
was right there with me figuring it out! God works in mysterious ways and that’s why I want to thank all
the kind-hearted people who did this for us! I hope and pray that one day my family and I will be able to
help out other families, too! God bless!”
• Several families matched the $100 funds before deciding how best to use the money.
• There were families without kids who did not receive an envelope but decided they were going to use $100
of their own funds in service to others.
• One family at Grace decided to give the entire $100 to another family who is working on trying to adopt
some children in need of a good and loving home. The recipient of the $100 shared, “God has REALLY
opened up doors and proven time and time again that He is our provider, and He has this situation in His
hands.”
• The Children’s Offering for September will be given to the Viborg families dealing with the devastating car
accident. Several families put some or all of their $100 in the Fishbowl Offering.
• One family gave their entire $100 to the Parker Pharmacy to help with people struggling to pay for their
medication.
• Two families have shared how they are buying materials for fleece tie blankets to be given to foster kids.
• One young adult wrote: “Today I got my envelopes ready to mail out to the organizations that I felt could
use the help. I discussed it with my mom and decided upon the following organizations: Children’s Home
Society – wish every kid could grow up in a loving family; SF Human Society – because I am an animal
lover and in honor of my dog, Jack, who is up in heaven; Life 96.5 radio station – which we listen to when
in mom’s car; Children’s Inn – because everyone should feel safe; Turner County Food Pantry – because
no one should go hungry. It was a hard decision as there are so many organizations out there that do good
for people in need. I thank you for giving me the opportunity to give to other people. I am thankful for my
blessings in my life.”
Folks still have time to decide how to use the funds, so I’ll include more “Joyful Generosity” stories next
month. Blessings to you and your family!
**Continue to Shine!! (Daniel 12:3)
-Pastor Don

Joyful Generosity
Your family has been gifted with $100 from folks in our congregation practicing “Joyful Generosity.” We
want you to use it to help take care of the greatest need God has placed on your hearts. Talk about
“giving” with your family and begin making your list of possible ways God wants this gift used. If you have
unpaid bills or grocery needs, you can use the money on yourselves. You can also use it on an
organization or for a cause near to your hearts. No strings attached.
All we ask is that you share with us your giving story (stories). E-mail (or mail) Pastor Don and share how
you and your family use this money within 30 days. Pastor Don will share these stories with the
congregation during Worship, through e-mails, and in the Grace newsletter – with all stories kept
anonymous.

“God calls us to be generous and play a part in mending this broken world, and it
isn’t just with our wallet. It’s also about spending time and talents, and taking care of
relationships around us. When we do that, significant things can happen.” (Rev. Paul
Mussachio)
**Continue to Shine!! (Daniel 12:3)
-Pastor Don Reiffenberger

Happening at Grace
With the rains and cooler temperatures it feels like fall. We
have fall activities at church too.
October 21 will be FIA fundraising brunch.
October 28 MilksCamp mitten tree goes up (can you imagine
coming up) November brings Haiti sewing December has
outreach for Christmas store Along with regular activities
There is Backpack program for student meals and Bread giveaway.
If there are other needs please let Faith in Action and of
course Pastor know.

Faith in Action fundraiser meal will be a
brunch held Sunday October 21 after church.
The meal will be the Potato and sausage egg
bake, rolls, juice and coffee.
The free will offering will be split between FIA
general fund and the up-coming Haiti mission
trip in January. Eight members from Grace are
going.

Blessings and a good grateful fall.

What:
When:
Where:
Who:

Bible Study on The Acts of the Apostles (led by Pastor Don)
2nd and 4th Sundays (beginning on October 14) right after morning
Worship until 10:45/11:00
In the Fellowship Hall (may meet sometimes in the sewing room)
Anybody who would like to join us…and when you are able! You may
participate, or you may simply come and listen!

Youth News

Hello from your Board of Ed! Sunday School is finally in full swing. We kicked off with Rally Day on September 9th
and focused on ‘Jesus is the way, truth, and the light”. We ended the day with lots of glowsticks, black lights, and
a fun dance party! Sunday School Classes officially started Sunday, September 16 th and we are super excited on
how many children have been in attendance! Let’s keep this rolling!!! We have seen some familiar faces as well as
some new kiddos, and some have brought friends and family. All children are always welcome and encouraged!
In the next few weeks, there are a few important dates to mark on your calendars. October 14 th the children will
work on their first service project of the year. The following week, Sunday October 21 st, the children will sing in
Church. Chela & Tami have been working hard with the kids to make it a great performance.
September’s fishbowl was dedicated to the families involved with the tragedy in Viborg. Our hearts and prayers
are continually with those affected.
The Board of Ed
Kristen, Chela, Tami

Rally Day 2018

Church Council Minutes
July 18, 2018
Present: Byron, Eric, Tami, Chela, Kristen, Rob, & Pastor Don
Byron called the meeting to order.
Approved the amended agenda. MSP Eric/Chela
Approved the Secretary’s Report MSP Kristen/Rob
Approved the Treasurer’s Report. MSP Tami/Eric
Trustee Report – The snow has been moved out of the parking lots. The issue with the roof leaking was backed up ice.
Lawn maintenance has been lined up for the summer.
Deacon Report – Plans are underway for Maundy Thursday and Easter Sunday services. The offering for the Maundy
Thursday service will be given to the Parker Food Backpack Program. MSP Dawn/Tami
Board of Education Report – Plans are under way for Sunday School for 2018/2019 as well as the new W4J
(Wednesdays for Jesus) Children’s program. The group is also working on Rally Day plans on September 9th. There will
be a scavenger hunt and glow stick party for the kids.
Wednesday, July 18, 2018 – Pastor’s Report (Pastor Don Reiffenberger)
*I had 25 visits since June 27 [last Council Meeting] (most with Holy Communion).
Wedding: Friday, July 6 – Kaylyn Robertson and Kevin Andersen.
**Bishop Election – Synod Study Survey: Complete by August 1. All pastors and council members are encouraged to
complete the online survey. Go to SD Synod ELCA website and click on “Synod Survey for Bishop Election Process.” A
report on the Survey results will be available on December 1, 2018.
The ELCA National Youth Gathering in Houston was June 25 – July 2. 11 youth and 3 adults made up the team from
Grace Lutheran. The next Gathering is in 2021 (June 29 – July 3, 2021) in Minneapolis. We’re getting the word out
already! The current Youth Gathering Team (hopefully, with some future members) is scheduled to serve at the
Alumni Banquet in Parker on Saturday, August 11, to begin the fundraising for the 2021 trip.
Pre-Confirmation/Confirmation and the Wednesday Children’s Bible Program are scheduled! First day is
Wednesday, September 12.
**Reiffenberger Family Vacation – begins after Worship on Sunday, July 22 – July 31. Taylor Van Emmerik will be
preaching on Sunday, July 29. A Worship “Leader” is needed. **There will be NO Wednesday Worship on July 25.
There are several items in the kitchen that remain unclaimed. Any items not claimed by the week before the fair will
be donated so the kitchen is cleaned up for fair preparations.
The Dairy Doers 4H club has volunteered to clean up the weeds around the bell area. The group is very thankful for
being allowed usage of the church for their meetings.
Council members and the Fair Stand Planning committee are working on filling in the remainder of the church stand
shifts in addition to pie cutting and potato salad duties.
The deacons are working on quotes for cement work near the main entrance of the church as well as additional
options for the main entryway to resolve moisture issues.
A letter was received from the City of Parker advising that the road to the East of the church will be sealed and a tree
needs to be trimmed to be in compliance. Deacons will care for the work needed to be in compliance.
Adjourn the meeting MSP Chela/Kristen
Next Meeting is set for 9/19/18 at 7:30

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH TREASURER'S REPORT 9/17/2018
INCOME:
101 General Offering
102 Envelope Offering
103 Quarterly Offering
104 Lenten Offering
109 Camper Savings
121 Transfer from Audio Visual
123 Endowment
202 Use of Building
203 Misc. Income
204 Augie/USF PACT
205 Thrivent
208 Amazon Smile
219 Transfer from Building Fund
222 Transfer from Memorial Fund
TOTAL INCOME:
SUMMARY GENERAL CHECKING:
Beginning Balance
Total Income
Total Expenses
Ending Balance
Monthly Summary
January
February
March
April
May
June
July
August
September
October
November
December
Total Monthly Offering
SAVINGS ACCOUNT BALANCES:
Campers Savings
Building Fund Savings
Audio Visual Savings
OTHER ACCOUNT BALANCES:
River's Edge Bank CD
First Savings Bank Money Market

Current
$2,096.81
$13,419.81
$1,565.00
$0.00
$1,905.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$30.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$19,016.62

Year To Date
$8,529.81
$66,283.81
$8,610.00
$2,662.60
$1,905.00
$287.55
$226.53
$0.00
$1,396.26
$0.00
$1,034.00
$21.94
$3,225.46
$0.00
$94,182.96
-

$3,374.86
$94,182.96
$97,044.74
$513.08
Offering Total
$11,010.00
$7,802.00
$9,291.00
$8,917.00
$8,886.00
$8,671.00
$6,830.00
$9,081.62
$4,325.00

Misc Income
$1,354.53
$2,342.58
$4,767.00
$1,017.55
$1,437.22
$4,368.46
$1,037.00
$770.00
$2,275.00

Monthly Expenses
$8,706.64
$12,159.75
$11,254.61
$10,038.58
$11,490.83
$13,946.75
$9,160.36
$8,405.21
$11,882.01

$74,813.62

$19,369.34

$97,044.74

$734.35
$2,438.06
$3,206.26

$37,144.17
$3,409.47

River's Edge Bank Loan/Audio Visual $8,759.60 as of December 19, 2017 - Next payment due 7/1/2019
Dawn Duerksen, Treasurer

EXPENSES: SALARIES/BENEFITS
301 Pastor Base Salary
302 Pastor Housing Allowance
303 Pastor Pension/Retirement
305 Pastor Car Allowance
307 Pastor Insurance - Health & Benefits
308 Pastor Continuing Education
320 Custodian
321 Organist
322 Secretary
325 Sub Pastor
326 FICA Expenses
TOTAL EXPENSES-SALARIES/BENEFITS:

Current
$7,533.34
$2,000.00
$583.92
$975.00
$212.34
$0.00
$637.21
$193.93
$552.77
$0.00
$0.00
$12,688.51

Year-to-Date
$33,900.03
$9,000.00
$2,335.68
$4,387.50
$849.38
$159.25
$3,612.04
$498.68
$3,340.95
$0.00
$908.88
$58,992.39

Proposed Budget
$45,200.00
$12,000.00
$3,600.00
$5,850.00
$1,500.00
$750.00
$7,000.00
$1,560.00
$6,500.00
$1,000.00
$2,000.00
$86,960.00

EXPENSES: BUILDING & GROUNDS
401 Snow Removal
402B Natural Gas
405 Electricity and Water
407 Insurance
408 Misc. Bldg. & Grnd. Exp.
409 Piano Tuning
409A Organ Maintenance
413 State Farm - Workmen's Comp.
414 Audio Visual Loan Payments
415 Audio Visual Expenses
420 Transfer to Correct Account
TOTAL EXPENSES-BUILDING &
GROUNDS:

Current
$0.00
$21.30
$793.69
$1,692.00
$609.66
$0.00
$0.00
$196.23
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

Year-to-Date
$2,194.40
$1,935.98
$3,078.07
$4,815.99
$6,883.31
$0.00
$0.00
$612.69
$0.00
$287.55
$218.00

Proposed Budget
$2,000.00
$3,500.00
$3,750.00
$6,000.00
$7,500.00
$250.00
$200.00
$900.00
$2,000.00
$0.00
$0.00

$3,312.88

$20,025.99

$26,100.00

EXPENSES: CHURCH PROGRAMS
502 Bible Camp Sponsorships
503 Offering Envelopes
504 Confirmation Expense
506 Synod Assembly
507 Books and Materials
508 Misc. Program Expense
512 Bank Service Charges
517 Bibles for 3rd Graders
519 Postage
526 High School Graduate Gifts
TOTAL EXPENSES-CHURCH
PROGRAMS:

Current
$1,905.00
$0.00
$0.00
$280.00
$0.00
$333.81
$125.47
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

Year-to-Date
$2,131.53
$0.00
$551.44
$420.00
$0.00
$2,090.29
$814.25
$0.00
$239.51
$0.00

Proposed Budget
$1,000.00
$350.00
$900.00
$750.00
$100.00
$3,000.00
$950.00
$200.00
$350.00
$250.00

$2,644.28

$6,247.02

$7,850.00

EXPENSES: MISSIONS/BENEVOLENCES
602 Augustana/USF PACT
603 ELCA Benevolence
604 Shetek Bible Camp
605 Crossroads Conference Dues
614 Emergency Cash Fund
TOTAL EXPENSES-MISSONS:

Current
$0.00
$1,591.16
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$1,591.16

Year-to-Date
$0.00
$7,238.90
$0.00
$28.20
$0.00
$7,267.10

Proposed Budget
$2,000.00
$8,000.00
$600.00
$300.00
$200.00
$11,100.00

Current
$380.24
$321.76
$193.00
$0.00
$895.00

Year-to-Date
$1,564.05
$1,447.28
$875.45
$625.46
$4,512.24

Proposed Budget
$2,400.00
$1,500.00
$1,200.00
$750.00
$5,850.00

$21,131.83

$97,044.74

$137,860.00

EXPENSES: OFFICE
701 Copier Lease
702 Bulletins and Inserts
703 Church Office Telephone
704 Office Supplies
TOTAL EXPENSES - OFFICE:
GRAND TOTAL EXPENSES:

